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of many of the big crashes we have
seen take place with some electrical com-
panies over past years. I have in mind
the Reid Murray group.

Having read these advertisements, I
do not propose to go any further as I do
not know how much profit is made on a re-
frigerator. I wonder what the position
would he if a person came along who had
not seen the advertisement and said, “I
am & genuine buyer of a refrigerator and
have cash in my pocket.,” How much
would he pay? 1 venture to say he would
pay the full retail price shown on the tag
on the door of the refrigerator. One hon-
ourable member shakes his head as if to
say this would not happen, but I think it
would. I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. A. R, Jones.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A, F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines}) [5.57 p.m.]1: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 18th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.58 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

1.

Rental Formula

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is the formula for determining
rental rates for departmental
teachers’ homes cantained in the
education regulations?

(2) If so, for what reason is a change
of this formula contemplated?

Mr. LEWIS replieq:

(1) Yes.

(2) Consideration is currently heing
given to the setting up of an
authority which will be respon-
sible for housing, including the
fixing of rentals for Government
employees, including teachers who
live in country areas.

WEST MIDLAND RAILWAY STATION

Resiting, and Provision for High School

2.

Students

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) Is the West Midland station to be
transferred to another site during
the laying of the standard gauge
railway?

(2} Is provision being made to cater
for students of Governor Stirling
High School by having an over-
way or underway incorporated in
the new station plans?

(3) Will the Main Roads Department
be requested to co-operate to
avoid current slow-down of traffic
to allow picking up and setting
down of school students?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes, provided that agreement can

be reached with the other author-
ities concerned.
(This information and that con-
veyed in No. (1) was conveyed
to the Midland Town Council
deputation introduced by the
honourable member.,)}

(3) This question has been referred
by the Railways Department to
the Main Reads Department for
reply direct to the honourable
member.

MIDLAND WORKSHOPS ROAD

Maintenance Responsibilily

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) Who is responsible for mainten-
ance of the road past the Govern-
ment Railway Workshops at Mid-
land?

(2) Are the general public (including
road hauliers) entitled to use the
road past the workshops?
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Widening
(3) In view of the large increase of
motor vehicles used by rallway
employees, will he have investiga-
tions made with a view to widen-
ing the rosd?

West Midland Overhead Bridge
Traffic

{4) Will the proposed overhead bridge
at West Midland cater for the
general public or only railway em-
ployees?

Mr. COURT replied;

(1) Road fronting workshops is part
of the railway reserve and is a
railway responsibility.

(2) The through road from Helena
Street to Lloyd Street crossing
carries departmental and public
vehicular traffc.

(3) Sections of the roadway are in
process of being widened.

(4) Yes.

FLATS AT SOUTH PERTH

Application of A. I. McClelland: Tabling

4.

of Papers

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government:
Will he lay on the Table of the
House all papers relating to the
application of A. I. McClelland to
ersct a block of flats at 16 Hens-
man Street, South Perth?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Yes, for one wesk.

The papers were tabled,

HOUSING COMMISSION HOMES
Availability to Migranis

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Hous-

(1) Further to his reply “that those
nominating shall be responsible
for housing and employment of
such migrants,” does this imply
that if an employer nominates a
number of migrants & number of
State Housing Commission houses
will he made available to house
them: and, if so, will this not in-
crease the flgures and waiting
periods mentioned in the reply to
guestion No. 3, Notices and Orders
of the Day, of the 5th August,
19647

(2) Is any restriction placed on mi-
grants mentioned preventing them
from applying for State Housing
Commission  consideration on
grounds of overcrowding, incom-
patability, or any other reason?

(3) If no restriction, will not the
Housing Commission’s cwrrent
applications and waiting periods
be increased to the detriment of
local and long-standing appli-
cants?

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No.

(2) The migrants mentioned may ap-
ply for State housing considera-
tion when their turn is reached,
but earlier assistance will only
be granted in exceptional circum-
stances.

{3) Not to any greater extent than
the position which arises when
any other person settles in West-
ern Australia who may be eligible
for commission assistance.

UNEMPLOYMENT IN METROPOLITAN

AREA

Establishment of Industries: Appeal to

Commonwealth

Mr, BRADY asked the Premier:

(1) Has any representation been
made tc¢ the Commonwealth
Government to try to establish
industries in the metropolitan
area in towns where there is a
chronic state of unemployment,
particularly among teenage
youth?

(2) If not, will he arrange a survey
of the position to see if a joint
State-Commonwealth solution
can be found to the position?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) and (2) There are nho Kknown
towns in the metropolitan ares
where there is so-called chronic
unemployment. In any ecase the
establishment and expansion of
industries in the metropolitan
and country towns is a continuing
process which is beihg success-
fully undertaken by the State
Government. Likewise a survey
of industrial poftential and possi-
bilities is constantly being under-
taken.

NICOTINE AND ALCOHOL
POISONING

Reduclion of Incidence

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Health:

(1) Is any action likely to he taken
by him in the near future to
reduce the incidence of nicotine
and alechol poisoning?

(2) Has any consideration been given
to producing a Siate-wide cam-
paign for adult education on the
creeping paralysis of the two
poisons referred to?
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(3) What percentage of hospital
patients are receiving treatment
far the direct and indirect use of

the two poisons referred to?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) The Health Education Council
was requested some time ago to
undertake an anti-smoking pro-
gramme.

This is being developed at the
present time and is to be directed
at young people. The ill-effects
of excessive alcohol are also in-
cluded in schoolteaching material.
The advantages of an adult educa-
tion programme ate less promis-
ing, hut bhoth the Public Health
Department and the Mental
Services have supported and will
continue to encourage moves in
this direction.

Because of the varied effects of
excessive sinoking and excessive
consumption of alcohol, it is im-
practicable to obtain reliable in-
formation on the lines sought by
the honourable member.

(2)

SCHOOL DENTAL UNITS

Number Unused aend Schools not Visited

8.

9A,

Mr. HART asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) How manhy mobile school dental
units has his department?

How many are not in use due to
lack of personnel?

Is it departmental policy to try to
visit all country schocls once in
two years?

How many country schools at pre-
sent are waiting over two years
for a visit?

Of these how many are over—
(a) three years;
{(b) four years?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
1y 13.
2y 2.
(3> Yes.
(4) 123.
(5) (a) 35.
{b) 50.

2)

&)
(4}

(5

ESPERANCE BREAKWATER
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Principals and Subscribed Capital

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) Who are the principals of the
Esperance Breakwater Construc-
tion Company?

(2) What is the subsecribed capital of
the company?

9B.
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Mr. WILD replied:

(1} and (2) The company was only
registered for incorporation on the
6th August, 1964, and it has 28
days in which to finalise formali-
ties with the Companies Office.
When this is completed full in-
formation will be furnished to the
honourable member.

BREAKWATER AT ESPERANCE
Rock Required

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What is the estimated tonnage
of rock that will be required to
complete the breakwater estimated
from the commencement of opera-
tions hy the present contractors?
Wiil this exceed the original esti-
mated quantity?

Dimensions
Will the dimensions of the break-
water be lesser or greater than
originally planned?
If so, will he give details?

Cost

Are the new contractors to be re-
munerated according to the same
scale as the criginal contractor
or are they to be paid on a cost
plus system?

Is it anticipated that the cost of
the completed breakwater will be
in excess of the original tender
price?

Date of Completion

What is the approximate date for
the completion of this work?
. WILD replied:

37,500 tons.

Yes, by 2,000 tons.

Dimensions of breakwater as
planned are unaltered. Since
awarding the contract a decision
has been made to consiruct a spur
off the breakwater to protect the
reclamation.

The spur will be at right angles
to the breakwater leading towards
shere and will be 200 feet long
and 135 feet from the seaward
end of the breakwater. 20,000
tons of stone additional to that
in No. (1) will be required.

Payment for the residual amount
of the contract (37,500 tons vide
No. (1)) will! be a{ the original
contract rates. Payment for
stone listed under No. (4) will be
at contract rates plus 2s. 3d. per
ton due to the longer lead.

Yes, due to the additional stone
required above the original esti-
mate.

Approximately three
months from date.

2)

(3

(Y

(5)

(6)

D

o)
2
(3)

4)

(5)

(6)

n to four
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LAND-BACEKED WHARF AT
ESPERANCE

Date of Completion and Facilities
Available

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Wil he indicate the expected
compietion date of the land-
hacked wharf at Esperance?
When will the first berth be avail-
able for shipping?

What facilities will be available to
load and unload vessels; ie.
ganiries and/or dockside cranes?
Will these facilities be available
for the first vessel?

If dockside machinery is not be-
ing installed, will rails for their
future use be imbedded in the
dock surface?

What facilities are planned for
dock workers at this site?

Will they be available when the
leading and unloading of ships
commence at this wharf?

WILD replied:

July, 1965.

October, 1965.

Initially no mechanical handling
equipment will be provided,
Answered by No. (3).

Yes,

A modern amenities building will
be provided.

It is planned to have these facili-
ties available,

MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT
BOARDS

Decision as fo Retiring Age

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) At what date was the decision
reached t{o retire members of
boards at or about the age of
70 wvears who are subject to the
Minister for Agriculture?

Who made the decision?

Why were boards within the
jurisdiction of the Minister for
Agriculture the only ones singled
out for a decision of this kind?
Why was the W.A. Epg Market-
ing Board specifically singled out
for attention when some other
boards within the same category
have members whose age approxi-
mates that of Mr. C. L. Harvey?

Egg Marketing Board: Mr. C. L.
Harvey’s Sueccessor
{(5) Was the person appointed to fill
the position of Chairman of the
W.A, Egg Marketing Board a
member of the Retail Grocers’
Association?

2}
)

4)
(5)

(6)
N
Mr.
N

(2)
L&)

(4)
(5)
6

“n

2)
L))

(4)

12,

Producer Representation on Egg
Board
(8) Would he agree that the board
is now virtually “producer con-
trolled"?

NALDER replied:

December, 1963.

The Government.

The question of retirement of
clder members of boards is still
under consideration.

On a numnmber of boards members
have a specified term of appoint-
ment and can be retired at the
appropriate time, The Chairman
of the Western Australian Egg
Marketing Board was appointed
for an indefinite period in accord-
ance with the Act.

No.

The producer representation on
the board remains unchanged.

Uniform Sysitem of Dismissal

Mr., KELLY asked the Premier:

(1) Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to bring members of all
boards, irrespective of those under
the control of the Minister for
Agriculture, under a uniform
system of dismissal at or about
the age of 70 years?

Will an age limit of a similar
character bhe applied to officers
who have already been retired
from Government or other employ,
and who have been re-employed
by the Government in some
special capacity?

. BRAND replied:

and (2) As intimated in the reply
which I gave yesterday to a ques-
tion asked by the member for
Balcatta, the question of fixing
3 retiring age is being examined
by the Government.

Mr.
08
2}
3

(4)

(5)
(6)

(2)

(1)

MARGARINE FRODUCTION IN W.A.

13

Amendment of Quota and Population
of State

. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) What vear was the Act amended

providing for a quota of 800 tons

of margarine for manufacture in

Western Australia?

What was the total population of

W.A. in that year?

What was the total population of

W.A. on the 30th June, 1964?

. NALDER replied:

1952. The Act provided for a
maximum of 800 tons, of which
600 tons were allocated.

612,935.

784,107.

2)

3)

(1}

(2)
3>
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SERPENTINE RIVER FLOODING
Inspections and Demage Repair

14. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) Is he aware that the Serpentine
River has broken its retaining
banks in a number of places up-
stream of the bridge situated
seven miles west of Serpentine,
and that millions of gallons of
water have flooded about 30,000
acres of farmlands, likely to create
a serious shortage of stock feed?

{2) Has he, or have P.W.D. engineers,
inspected the great amount of
damage to roads, fences, and
farmlands, caused through the
bursting of the river banks; and,
if inspections have been made,
what early action is anticipated in
repairing the damage?

Suspension of Operation of School
Bus and Milk Truck

(3) Has it been brought to his notice
that neither the school bus nor
the milk truck is operating and
that ski boats drawing 12-15
jnches of water are traversing
what were valuable clover pad-
docks, without any danger of foul-
ing the top wire of existing fences?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes. Repairs are proceeding satis-
factorily in the district. Man-
power and equipment have been
increased substantially to expedite
repait work.

(3) It is understood that school bus
and milk truck routes are all
operating from today.

WATER RATES

Charges at Southern Cross, Merredin,
and Kellerberrin

15. Mr., KELLY asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1} At what date were water rates last
increased in Southern Cross, Mer-
redin, and Kellerberrin?

{(2) Prior to that date when was the
previous increase?

(3) What rates applied prior to the
last increase?

(4) What water rates are being cur-
rently charged?

(5) Do these apply to towns only, or
have farmers, whose properties
adiocin the main conduit, been
placed on a differential rating?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Rates were last increased in—

(a) Southern Cross, in July,
1962 by way of rate in £ in-
crease from 2s. 6d. to 3s.

16.

{b) Merredin, in January, 1964
by way of adoption of new
Taxation Department valua-
tions,

(¢) Kellerberrin, in January, 1964
by way of adoption of new
Taxation Department valua-
tions.

(2) Previous increases to the abave
were—

{a) Southern Cross, in July, 1961
by way of rate in £ increase
from 2s. to 2s. 6d.

(b) Merredin, in January, 1962 by
way of rate in £ increase
from 2s5. 6d. to 3s.

(¢} Kellerberrin, in January, 1962
by way of rate in £ increase
from 2s. 6d. to 3s.

(3) (a) Southern Cross, 2s. 6d. in £
on departmental valuations.
{b) Merredin, 3s. in £ on depart-
mental valuations.
(e) Kellerberrin, 3s. in £ on de-
partmental valuations.

(4) (a) Southern Cross, 3s. in £ on
departmental valuations.
{b) Merredin, 3s. in £ on Taxa-
tion Department valuations.
(¢) Kellerberrin, 3s. in £ on Taxa-
tion Department valuations.

(5} Answers Nos. (1) to (4) apply to
towns only.
Country lands properties in these
districts are currently rated at
5d. per acre on properties within
10 chains of the main, up to a
depth of 1% miles from the pipe.
The rate has been 5d. per acre
since January, 1958; previous rate
was 3d. per acre.

MR. GREGSON
Salary Paid and Nature of Duties

Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:

(1) Is Mr., Gregson, erstwhile man-
ager of the State Building Sup-
plies, still in receipt of a salary
or retainer from the Government?

(2) What is the amount of Mr. Greg-
son’s emolument?

(3) What is the nature of Mr. Greg-
son’s present duties?

(4) Is Mr. Gregson required to ob-
serve regular hours of work simi-
lar to employees in the public
service?

(5) Is Mr. Gregson consulted at least
once each week by anyone acting
on behalf of the Government?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) £3,934.
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Mr. Gregson is employed in a full-
time ecapacity in the Treasury, and
is responsible direct to the Under-
Traasurer, He has carried out
many assighments of a special
character and at present is large-
ly engaged on duties as chairman
of a committee co-grdinating de-
velopment of the new town of
Exmouth. He is also a Govern-
ment representative on the State
Housing Commission, the Treas-
urer's representative on the Tour-
ist Development Authority, and a
member of a number of depart-
mental committees.

Yes.

Sze answer te No. (32).

IMMIGRANTS

Inducements Offered 'by Government

17. Mr.

TONKIN asked the Minijster for

Immigration:

n

(2)

1)

2)

18. Mr.

In connection with the Govern-
ment’s further drive for immi-
grants are special inducements
being offered?

In order to avoid a repetition of
the misunderstanding which oe-
curred subsequent to the Lonnie
‘mission, will he state for the pur-
pose of record exactly what is to
be promised t¢ prospective mi-
grants?

. BOVELL replied:

A State group nomination has
been lodged for an unspecified
number of migrant tradesmen in
various categories. No special in-
ducements are being offered.
There was no misunderstanding
which occurred subsequent to the
State migration mission.
Migrant tradesmen accepted under
the current group nomination will
be offered employment on arrival.
Initial accommeodation will be
provided at Point Walter Hostel
in the normal way.

CEMENT
Price in South Australia
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Works:

As he does not know the price of
cement in South Australia to the
Government and the informatjon
could lead to beneficlal resulfs
to the Government of Western
Australia, will he ascertain the
information and supply it to Par-
liament?

. WILD replied:

Bag cement in South Australia is
£9 5s. 6d. per ton, and is the
lowest in the Commonwealth due

19.

to the ease of obtaining raw
meterials, cheaper power, due to
a special low rate for night con-
sumption, and consumption nearly
double that of Western Australia
due to the secarcity of clay and
building timber in that State.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Bets Refused after Acceptance by
Agents

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:

(1> In how many instances have
agents of the Totalisator Agency
Board taken bets and issued
tickets therefor and the board has
refused to accept such bets?

(2} In such instances, what was the
position where the agent was un-
able to inform the bettor prior to
the running of the event that the
bet had heen refused, and

(a) the horse, the subject of
the wager, was successful;

(b) the horse was heaten?

(3} Is it a fact that in instances
where the horse was beaten the
agent was required to pay the
amount of the wager to the hoard
and in those cases where agents
refused they were dismissed from
employment?

{4) What is the total amount of
money received by the board
from agents in respect of bets
which were on beaten horses and
for which the board refused to
accept liability?

(5) What is there to be said for a
board which in certain circum-
stances keeps a bettor’s money
when a horse is beaten and re-
fuses to pay the bettor when the
horse wins?

(6) As an agent cannot legally accept
a het otherwise than for or on
behalf of the Totalisator Agency
Board, were the bets above re-
ferred to made with an agent or
the board?

(7) If it is considered that the bets
were not actually made, what
right has the board to retain the
money involved?

(8) When did the auditors, McLaren
& Stewart, first draw the board’s
attention to this irregularity?

(9) When did he first become aware
of it?

(10) What action does he propose to
take in connection with the
matter?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

(1) No records are kept which would
give this information. However,
where permission to take a bet is
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required, an agent should not
issue a ticket before obtaining
permission.

{2) In both cases the bet would stand.

(3} No.

{4) Nil

5 Answered by No. (2).

i6) to (10) I am unaware of any such
bets being made but, if the hon-
ourable member can supply speci-
fic cases, further inquiry will be
undertaken.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION
Peak Profit Prior to 1359

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Housing:

(1) With reference to his reply to
question No. 40 of Wednesday, the
5th August, what was the peak
year of profit prior to 1959, the
amount of the profit and the
amount of the capital then in-
volved?

Profit for 1962-63

(2) Is it not a fact that the Auditor-
General has certified that the
profit for 1962-63 was £249,281
not £506,003 as stated by him?

(3) From what sources or activities
was the £249,281 profit derived?

(4) As the Auditor-General has re-
ported that the transactions relat-
ing to the management and con-
trol, and the business of the Com-
monwealth-State Housing Agree-
ments under part VIII of the Act
are kept separate and are not
incorporated in the Commission’s
accounts, why were figures from
this source inc¢luded in his answers
to qguestions on the 5th August?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

{1} 1955-56
State Housing Act ... £177,861
Commonwealth - State
Housing Agreement ... 193,665

£371,526

The profit on State Housing does
not take into account a loss of
£64,547 on army huts. Annual
losses on this scheme varied from
£34,000 to £97,000 until the huts
were dismantled in 1956-57.
These losses were subsequently
borne by the State Government.
Capital involved £30,485,425,
(Profit represents 1.2 per cent.
on capitall.

(2) The profit on State Housing Act
operations only was £249,281, as
stated in the answer to the gues-
tion.

21,

3

(4)

State Housing Act operations.

Without reproducing the profit and
loss account in detail, as shown
in the annual report tabled in the
House in 1956, it is not possible
to itemise the profit. The largest
individual itern was profit on sale
of land.

As question No. (4) asked whether
the Government would take action
to reduce rents, and as rental
homes are almost entirely under
the Commonwealth-State Agree-
ment, the additional information
was given.

METROPOLITAN REGION TOWN

PLANNING SCHEME ACT

Loans for Land Purchase: Sinking

Mr.

Fund Provision
TONKIN asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Town Plan-
ning:

(1)

(@

(1)

2)

Will he explain why on Tuesday,
the 4th August, in reply to ques-
tion No, 10 he gave a series of
percentages which when caleul-
ated give an amount of £3,764 10s.
as being the total additional cost
to the Metropotitan Region Plan-
ning Authority in making the re-
quired provision in the metropoli-
tan region improvement sinking
fund at the Treasury whereas the
authority at page 24 of its report
for 1963 stated that the amount
calculated by the Treasury was
£5.430?

What amount was actually credit-
ed to the sinking fund?

. LEWIS replied:

The correct amount of Sinking
Fund provision calculated by the
Treasury was £3,770 and not
£5,430 as shown in the Auditor's
report on page 24 of the Metro-
politan Region Planning Author-
ity's report for 1963. The error
arose out of a wrong interpreta-
tion of the TUnder-Treasurer's
letter setting out the amount of
sinking fund required and has
since been corrected.

The Sinking Fund provision is
calculated on the hasis of the first
payment being made 12 months
after the date of the loan.

The following amounts have been
credited to the Sinking Pund—

£
1962-63 1,660
1863-64 3.770

22, This question was postponed,
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POLICE AT KALAMUNDA

Appointneent of Additional Officer

23. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Police:

When is it anticipated Kalamunda
will be allotted an additional
policeman?

. CRAIG replied:

The transfer of a second constable
to Kalamunda is now in hand and
he should commence duty within
a matter of days.

RAPID TRANSIT: HILLS AREA
Platform and Parking Area ai Midland

Junection

24. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Railways:

)

)

(3}

(8 ))

(2)
(&)

When is work to commence on
the development of the platiorm
and parking area at Midland
Junction in connection with the
rapid transit from the hills area?

Timelables and Roules

Have timetables and routes been
decided in so far as bus transport
is concerned?

Commencement

When is it anticipated the co-
ordinated plan will commence?

. COURT replied:

No definite date has been fixed
but a start is to be made as soon
as possible, Local discussions to
finalise details are expected to be
arranged at an early date.
These have yet to be finalised.
Present planning is on the basis
of the scheme commencing by the
end of March, 1965.

RAILWAY TRAFFIC: DISLOCATION

SOUTH OF BRUNSWICK
Effect on Supply of Goods

25. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister

for
(@ §)

(2

(3)

(4)

Rallways:

What bdbuild-up, if any, of goods
traffic consigned to centres south
of Brunswick has been caused by
dislocation of rail traffic south of
that centre?

What measures have been adopted
to deal with goods traffic which
is ordinarily handiled per rail?
Has any shortage occurred by
failure to deliver goods to Nan-
nup, Manjimup, or any other
centre south of Brunswick?

Is the railway road service fully
equipped and capable of dealing
with the emergency?

Emergency Services of Privale
Firms

(3) Has any private firm been used.
to deal with any emergency
arising out of a build-up of goods
traffic ex Perth to the south-west?

(6) If so, what firm or firms?

(7) If any private firm was so used,
what factors were taken into con-
sideration in the choice?

(8) If help is required by rallway
road service will he investigate the
possibility of using private firms
during the emergency who are
cquipped and capable of trans-
porting goods to and from Manji-
mup and Nannup areas, and
Perth?

Delay in Delivery of Potatoes

(9) Has any delay taken place in the
delivery of potatoes to Perth ex
Manjimup and Pemberton?

(10) If so, what was the duration of
the delay?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1} A build-up of traffic did occur
at Brunswick Junction during the
initial stages of the washaway,
but when road bridges were re-
stored, railway road transport was
immediately implemented. All
perishable and urgent traffic was
then cleared.

(2) Staff and handling facilities for
road transport services were
placed at Brunswick Junction to
meet requirements. Traffic 1s
railed to Brunswick Junction,
road to Picton Junction thence
rail to destination. Perishables
are delivered from Brunswick
Junction to destination direct by
road,

(3) No.

(4) Yes.

(5) No.

(8) Answered by No. (5).

(7) Stubbs Ltd. cartage contractors
for hospital project elected to
haul from Brunswick Junctton of
their own volition.

(8) Yes.

(9) No. Oniy unavoldable operating
delays due to transhipping trafiic
from rail to road and back to rall.

(10) Answered by No. (9).

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT

Submission of Annual Report to

Minister
26. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Fisheries:

(1) Is an annual report of the
Fisheries Department submitted
to him as Minister, as is the prac-
tice with most other Government
Departments?

(2) If not, why not?
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
1) No.

(2} Annual reports were submitted up
to and including the 31st Decem-
ber, 1938, when the Minister of
the day, believing they served
little useful purpose, directed that
the practice cease. Preparation
of such reporis has not since been
resumexd.

However, in future, an anhnual
report will be presented to Parlia-
ment.

INDUSTRIAL COMMISSIONERS

Date of Appointment, Seniorily, and
Previous Occupations

27. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister

28,

for Labour:
(1> On what date or dates were the
three commissioners appointed

under section 54, subsection (1)
of the Industrial Arbitration Act,
1912-1963?

(2) What is the order of seniority
under such section 54?

(3) What was the occupation of each
of the three commissioners im-
mediately prnior to their appoint-
ment as commissioners?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) 1st February, 1964.

{2) Commissioner E. R. Kelly.
Commissioner D. Cort.
Commissioner J. R. Flanagan.

(3} Commissioner E. R. Kelly—Senior
Industrial Officer State Depart-
ment of Labour,

Commissioner D, Cort—Senior In-
dustrial Advocate employed by the
Employers Federation of W.A,
Commissioner J. R. Flahagan-—
Secretary of the Westralian
Branch of the Australasian Meat
Industry Employees’ Union Indus-
trial Union of Workers.

SHIPPING THROUGH ALBANY
Report of Industrial Officer

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

Can he advise the House of the
outcome and findings of his in-
dustrial officer who wvisited Albany
to check the potential shipping
through the port of Albany?

Mr. COURT replied:

The report is being studied with
a view to consultations with ship-
ping and local interests.

CLASSROOMS: NUMBER OF
CHILDREN

Primary Schools

29, Mr, NORTON asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) What is the average number of
children per classrcom in each
respective grade in  primary
schools?

High Schools

(2) What is the average number of
students per classroom in 1st,
2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th year high
school classes for the current
year?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) and (2) Information in the form

requested is not available, but
class sizes in February, 1964, were
as follows:—
Primary Secondary
Over 40 ... 473% 229%
31-40 38.5% 44.8%
30 and
under 14.2% 323%

“CONTRACT GOODS"” SYSTEM

Supply of Wagons to Transport Firms
30. Mr.

HALL asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Is it a fact that transport firms
are being supplied rait wagons at
considerably reduced freight rates
between Perth and Albany under
what is termed “contract goods”?

(2) If s0, what are the names of the
firms enjoying this privilege?

(3) Are the firms enjoying the con-
cession rate conveying Thigh
fl';eisht articles such as groceries,
etc.?

{4) What would be the difference in
freight charges for a four-wheeled
F.D. wagon under contract goods
and one conveying groceries, etec.,
under the normal freight charges
or system?

Effect on Goods Shed Staff

(5) Is it a fact that the staffs of the
transport firms load and unload
these wagons to the detriment of
the W AG.R. personnel?

(6) Will the contract goods system
eventually do away with goods
shed staff?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) Special wagon-load rates are
available to transpert agents un-
der contract conditions between
all stations and sidings open for
traflic. Under this system, which
was introduced in 1961, a demand
by clients requiring door to door
delivery services was met,
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(2) Mayne Nickless Pty. Lid.,, Mec-
Nwraith's Transport Pty. Ltd.,
and Cargo Distributors operate to
Albany, but the rates are available
to all transport agents. Other
agents who have completed con-
tracts but do not operate to Al-
bany are Barnards Services, NA
and VA Brandstater, Co-Ordin-
ated Freight Lines, A. L. Grow,
R. P, North Pty. Ltd., Nor' West
Transport, and Thomas Nationail
Transport Pty. Litd.

The conditions provide for the
despatch in wagon-loads of mixed
consignments of general goods
and groceries, but some specified
commodities such as beers, wines,
spirits, fuels, etc. are excluded.
It is considered that the commis-
sioner, in accordance with good
commercial and ethical practices,
has a responsibility to keep this
information confidential. It
should be appreciated that the
W.A.G.R. is a transport business
actively competing with other
forms of transport.

The constgnments are loaded and
unloaded by the contractor, but
this has not been to the detriment
of the W.AGR. staffi. Without
the present modern appreoach to
procuring husiness and giving
service to customers the rail-
ways would not be able to com-
pete.

It is not envisaged that this sys-
tem will eliminate the necessity
for goods shed stafl.

(3)

4)

(5}

(6)

YOUTH CENTRE AT ALBANY
Erection

HALL asked the Minister for
Education:

Has the matter of erecting a
youth centre at Albany been
finalised beiween the Eduecation
Department and the youth centre
organisation?

. LEWIS replied:
No.

SWIMMING POOL AT ALBANY

Use of Land Adjacent to Albany High

31B. Mr.

School

HALL asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Has consideration been given to
requests for land to build a swim-
ming pool adjacent to the Albany
High School?

If so, what are the determinations
of the Government respective to
land for a swimming pool?

(2)

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Ne¢ Education Department land
adjacent to the Albany High
School can be released for a
swimming pool, as all land is
required for educational purposes.

ALBANY HARBOUR BOARD ACCESS

32,

a3.

34.

ROAD
Accident Prevenlion Measures at
Crossing
Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Railways:
As the new access road serving the
Albany Harbour Board crosses
three sets of railway lines, what

protective measures does the
W.A.G.R. intend to take to avoid
accidents? .

. COURT replied:
This crossing is located on Albany
Harbour Board property and mea-
sures to protect road traffic over
it are the responsibility of the
Albany Habour Board.
Due care will be taken by the
Railways Department with shunt-
ing over the crossing.

This guestion was postponed.

FRUIT
Number of Research Stations

Mr, DUNN asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) How many research stations for
horticulture are operating in the
State?

(2) Would research for cotton in the
northh of the State be included In
this category?

Money Spent in Interests of W.A,
Fruit Growers’ Associafion

(3) How much of the £86,770 as quoted
in The West Ausiralian of the
19th September, 1963, would be
spent on research as 1t affects
the interests of the W.A. Fruit
Growers' Association whose In-
terests are pome, stone, and citrus
fruits?

Income from Fruit from Sloneville
Station

(4) What was the income from the
sale of fruit from the Stoneville
station in the year 19637

Fertiliser Use in Orchards: Articles
in “Agricultural Journal”

Is it a fact that no articles on

fertiliser use in orchards have

been printed in the Agricultural

Journal since 1931°?

. NALDER replied:

Four.

No.

%)

1)
2)
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4)
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The total figsure of £86,770 quoted
in The West Australian of the
19th September, 1963, referred to
expenditure for hoth extension
and research activities. It s not
practicable to dissect this ex-
penditure to assess the amounts
spent on pome, stone, and cltrus
fruits.

£373 for the year ended the 30th
June, 1863.

No.

FLASHING LIGHTS

Ingstallation at Verna Street Railway

35. Mr.

Crossing, Gosnells
D. G. MAY asked the Minister for

Rallways:

In view of the fact that the pro-
vision of flashing lights at the
Verna Street railway crossing,
Gosnells, was given high priority
some time ago, when will these
lights be installed?

. COURT replied:

Approval of the Main Roads De-
partment to provision of flashing
lights was received in April last.
Date of installatlon depends upon
supply of material now on quote.

HOUSES IN CANNING ELECTORATE

36. Mr,

Number Built in 1963-64
D. G. MAY asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Housing:

Mr,

(a)
th)
«©)
(d)
(e}
(f)
(2
h

What number of houses—“spec.”
and War Service excepted—were
built by the State Housing Com-
mission for the year 1963-64 in
the following districts:—

(a) Manning-Koonawarra;

{b) Riverton-Rossmoyne;

{¢) East Cannington;

{d) Kenwick;

(e} Maddington;

(f) Thornlie;

(g) Gosnells;

(h) Canning Vale?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Nil.

Nil.

One,

Nil.

Nil.

One.

Two.

Nil.

POLICE STATION FOR GOSNELLS

37. Mr.

Establishment
D. G. MAY asked the Minister

for Police:

Has provision been made in the
Estimates for 1964-65 for the
establishment of a police station
in the Gosnells district?

38,

39.

40.

Mr. CRAIG replied:

The construction of a police
station at Gosnells was included
along with a number of other
buildings in the draft bullding
estimates for the current year,
but it is not possible to indicate
when work will commence until
the availability of finance is
known.

RAPID TRANSIT: ARMADALE-
KENWICK

Location of Special Terminal

Mr. D. G. MAY asked the Minister

for Railways.
In view of the fact that nearly
12 months have elapsed since the
announcement of the proposed
Armadale-Kenwick rapid transit
system, will he indicate where the
special terminal is to he estab-
lished?

Mr. COURT replied:
The Armadale-Kenwick scheme is
being held in abeyance pending
experience with the Midland
scheme.

HARVEY RIVER DIVERSION

Payment of Compensation for Flood
Damage

Mr. I. W. MANNING asked the Minis-

ter for Works:

(1) What number of applications for
compensation have been received
from landholders in the Harvey
district whose properties were
damaged by flopding from the
Harvey river diversion during
August, 1963?

(2) Is liability admitted in respect of
these claims?

(3) Has payment of compensation
been made to any of the clalmn-
ants?

(4) If not, will he undertake to ex-
pedite the payment of compensa-
tion?

Mr, WILD replied:

(1) Six.

(2) Irrespective of liability, the de-
pariment is active in finalising
assessment of damage with a view
to payment of compensation.

(3) No.
(4) Yes.

CAR PARKING FACILITIES
Partial Closure of Stirling Street

Mr., JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Lands:
Has the Perth City Council been
granted permission by the Lands
Dzpartment to close portion of
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Stirling Street, Perth, between
James and Bridge Streets for the
purpose of establishing car-park-
ing facilities?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

The establishment of car-parking
facilities in the City of Perth is
governed by the City of Perth
Parking Pacilities Act.

The Lands Department is not re-
quired to grant permission in this
instance.

SMOKING
Restriction on Advertising

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Health:

. (1) Has the Government further con-

42,

sidered the—

(a) barring or restricting of
advertisements glamorising
smoking;

(b) restricting such advertise-
ments on radio and television
untfl the late evening ?

(2) If so, with what result?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) (a) and (b) Advertising on radio
and television is outside the
jurisdiction of States, and is
controlled by the Common-
wealth under the Broadcast-
ing Act.

The desirability of deferring
such advertising until the
late evening was discussed at
a recent conference of State
Health Ministers and is under
examination by the Federal
authorities,

No action in regard to other
advertising is contemplated
until the position in regard
to these two major outlets
has heen clarified.

(2) As indicated above the matter is
still under examinatijon.

LAND AT KWINANA

Reservalion for Fertiliser and/for
Chemical Works

Mr, CORNELL asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) What area of land has been re-
served st Kwinana for British
Petroleum Limited or any of its
subsidiaries or associates for the
purpose of a fertiliser and/or
chemical works?

Effect of New Reservations on
C.B.H., Allocation

(2) To what extent, if any, does any
land reserved for the company or
companies impinge on the area
already set aside for the use of
Co-operative Bulk Handling
Limited?

Mr, COURT replied:

(1) The ammonia and urea plant will
be within existing refinery bound-
artes.

The fertiliser complex to bhe
developed in addition to this plant
is intended to ke in the Kwinana
area but final location is the sub-
lect of negotiations.

The fertiliser complex will involve
about 125 acres.

(2) The areas do not impinge on land
which was under consideration for
possible Co-operative Bulk Handl-
ing Ltd. purposes.

BASIC WAGE INCREASE

Effect on Grants Commission's Findings
43. Mr, W. HEGNEY asked the Premier:

(1} Does he consider the statement of
the Minister for Labour (The Hon.
G. P. Wild) which appeared on
page 1 of The West Australian
newspaper of the 2nd July, 1984,
and quoted hereunder, to he
correct?

Statement referred to:—
Mr. Wild said that an import-
ant point to be considered was
that W.A. was a claimant
State,

If its basic wage was lifted
above that of New South
Wales and Victoria it would
receive an adverse adjustment
in the special disabilities grant
from the Commonwealth
Government.

(2) If the statement is not correct,

: will he take action to publicly con-
tradict such statement in the
interest of the public of this
State?

(3} Does the apology of the Crown
Solicitor, made on behalf of the
Government, and which appeared
on page 3, of the Daily News of
the 3rd July, 1964, include refer-
ence to the above statement?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) Yes.
{2) Answered by No. (1).

{(3) The apology simply related to the
announcement that the Govern-
ment would be represented by
counsel before the consent of all
parties had been obtained.
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GOVERNMENT HOUSES

Right of Occupants to Discuss

Furnishings

44, Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Premier:

1.

2,

Will he grant to all Government
employees occupying Government
houses which are basically fur-
nished the same privilege of right
of discussion as to the cost and
type of furnishings as that being
granted to the Administrator of
the North-West?

. BRAND replied:

The administrator's appointment
is a special one.

The circumstances surrounding
the work of the Administrator for
the North-West are not compar-
able to the conditions of service
of most Government employees
occupying Government houses,

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ORD RIVER SCHEME
Commonwealth Aid

Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Premier:

With reference to an article in
The West Australian this morn-
ing under the heading, ‘‘Aid Not
A Grant—Brand” in which the
Premier said that the Prime Min-
ister had told him in a letter re-
ceived in the weekend that West-
ern Australin's case for aid to
complete the greater Ord scheme
was still receiving consideration,
would he enlighten the House as
to whether the Prime Minister
has given any indication when
this case might be considered and
a reply given?

. BRAND replied:

The Prime Minister’s letter simply
indicated that the question of the
comprehensive water scheme had
been decided and would be in-
cluded in the Budget. It would
then be the subject of a decision
by the State Government as to
whether it would come to an
agreement. As to the Ord River,
the matter was still under discus-
sion and no decision was made.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTICE PAPER
Closing Time for Receipt by Clerk

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Speaker:

In view of the fact that the As-
sembly will not be meeting to-
morrow is it intended that the
time for the closing of questions
for the notice paper should be
5 p.m. this evening, or will it be
extended to some time tomorrow?

3.

4.

221

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) re-
plied:

Mr,

I think the Standing Orders make
the position quite clear; and in
view of the fact that I am so often
taken to task for not observing
Standing Orders, I think the
answer would rest very much with
the discretion of the Clerk.

Graham: You stick to Standing
Orders at all times, Mr. Speaker!

INDUSTRIAL SEMINAR AT ALBANY
Comments by Deputy Premier
Mr. HALL asked the Deputy Premier:

In view of the statement made by
him as Deputy Premier at the
opening of the industrial seminar
held at Albany recently, and as
appeared in The Sunday Times of
the 9th August, that Western
Australia was missing the bus in
selling, how does he reconcile his
statement, in view of the fact that
the present Government has been
in office for approximately the
past 5% years, with the statement
made by the Minister for Indus-
trial Development at the same
industrial seminar that over-
reliance on primary produce ex-
ports was undesirable, which
statement appeared in The West
Australian on Monday, the 10th
August, 19647

©, NALDER replied:

The honourable member gave me
prior notification that he would
be asking this question without
notice. The conference to which
he referred was the first country
conference of the Institute of
Sales and Marketing. I de¢ not
consider that anything I said at
that conference conflicts with
what the Minister for Industrial
Development is reported to have
said. I suggest that had the hon-
ourable member been present at
the conference and heard all of
my remarks, he would have agreed
entirely with all that I said.

WATER RATES

Valuations of Premises at Merredin,

Kellerberrin, and Cunderdin

Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1

) (a) Of the 1,003 premises at Mer-
redin rated for water supply
purposes for 1964 what num-
ber had a net annual value of
£80 and over?

(b} How many of these were busi-
ness premises?



222

(2)

(&}

[ASSEMBLY.]

(a) Of the 422 premises at Kel-
lerberrin rated for water sup-
ply purposes for 1964 what
number had & net annual
value of £80 and over?

How many of these were busi-
ness premises?

Of the 295 premises rated at
Cunderdin for 1964 for water
supply purposes, what number
had a net annual value of £80
and over?

How many of these were busi-
ness premises?

(b)

(a)

(b}

. WILD replied:

I wish to thank the honourable
member for giving me prior notice
of this question, the answer to
which is as follows:—
(1) (a) 656

(b) 95

(a) 226
(b) 55
(a) 161
(b) 27

2)

3

TELEVISION FOR EASTERN

GOLDFIELDS

Correspondence with Commonwealth

5. Mr.

Government

EVANS asked the Premier:

In reference to a letter read out
by him in the Legislative As-
sembly on the 2nd October, 1962,
from the then Acting Prime Min-
ister (The Hon. W, Spooner),—be-
ing a reply to a resolution carried
by this Chamber on the 5th Sep-
tember, 1962, asking for the neces-
sary action to be taken by the
Federal Government to extend
television facilities to the Kal-
goorlie, Geraldton, and certain
other areas of the State—in which
the Acting Prime Minister gave
the following assurance:—

I shall see that the resolution of
the Legislative Assembly of
W.A, is brought to the attention
of my colleague, the Postmaster
General . . .

You may expect a further reply
when the representations of the
Legislative Assembly have been
examined in detail.
has a further reply as promised
been received from the Federal
Government? If so, what is the
purport of the reply?

If not, will he undertake to ascer-
tain the response of the Federal
Government to the unanimous
resolution of the Chamber?

6.

Mr.

BRAND replied:

I thank the honourable member
for giving me ample notice of his
question.

I hereby lay on the Table of the
House a copy of the latest cor-
respondence from the Acting
Prime Minister concerning tele-
vision facilities in the Eastern
Goldfields area.

This letter was received follow-
ing representations made by the
Shire of Kalgeorlie and that
shire has been supplied with a
copy of the Acting Prime Min-
ister’s reply. This is a much
later letter than the one to
which the honourable member
referred.

The correspondence was tabled.

CANNINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
Inspection by Public Health Departmentl;

Mr.

Tabling of Papers
D. G. MAY asked the Minister

for Health:

The

. Tonkin:

In connection with the inspection
of the Cannington High School
conducted by his department on
the 7th August, 1964, will he lay
on the Table of the House the
papers pertaining to the Inspec-
tion?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

I thank the honourable member
for giving me prior notice of this
question. I hereby lay the papers
an the Table of the House.

papers were tabled for one week.

CEMENT
Price in South Australia

. TONKIN: On the 4th August I

asked the Minister for Works what
was the price to the Government
of cement in South Australia.
The Minister replied that the price
was not known. Usually when it
is intended to provide the in-
formation it 1s indicated in the
answer. As the Minister did not
indicate in his answer that it was
the intention of his depariment to
find out the price, I would ask
him how it comes about that to-
day he was able to supply the
information which he was not
able to supply on the 4th August?

. WILD replied:

When the question was brought to
my notice on the second occasion,
I arranged for the information to
be obtained by telephone from
South Ausiralia.

Thank you; but why
couldn't that have been done the
first time?
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TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Replies to Questions re Former Agent
Donohoe

Mr. CRAIG (Minister for Transport):

I promised the Deputy Leader
of the Opnosition last even-
ing that I would supply him
with answers to questions that he
had asked some 12 months ago.
Unfortunately I did not have the
time to arrange for extra copies
to be made, but I shall do so.
The answers are as follows:—

(2) (a) Default by the person
concerned under clause
22 of his agreement with
the board.

The chairman of the
board is not required to
make g decision on such
a madtter.

No.

On the 4th July, 1963, to
Detective Sergeant Moor-
man at the head office of
the T.AB., 918 Hay
Street, Perth. The exact
words are not known,
but the matter of a
charge under section 37
(h) of the Totalisator
Agency Board Betting
Act, 1960-63 and the pos-
sibility of a more serious
charge were  brought
under notice.

Yes. The contents of
such writing form peart
of a C.IB. report of in-
vestigations. Such reports
are invariably confidential
and privileged.

(f) Answered in (e) above.
(g) Yes. After fully con-
sidering the reports re-
ceived. the Chief Crown
Prosecutor reached a
conclusion that a charge
of stealing as a servant
could not be established
by reason of there being
insufficient evidence.
Answered in (g) above.
(i) No.

(j) No, not to my knowledge.

(The guestions by Mr. Tonkin appear
on p. 523 of “Hansard,” 1963.)

(b}

(c)
@)

(e)

(th)

LAND AT KWINANA

Availability to Co-operative Bulk
Handling

Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:
Concerning his reply to my ques-
tion on today's notice paper, am
I to understand that no land will
be made available to Co-operative
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Bulk Handling Limited in the
Kwinana area, or is the matter
still under consideration?

COURT replied:

When obtaining the answer to
the question asked by the honour-
able member, I was unable to find
that any land had been specific-
ally earmarked for C.B.H. I found
that when the area was being
planned, some general areas were
referred to as being possible sites
for various purposes. Included in
those areas was a site for CBH.
To the best of my knowledge there
has been no c¢hange in the
intentions of those people who are
planning and allocating these
areas. However, I will make some
further inguiries for the honour-
able member.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr. H. May, leave of ab-
sence for four weeks granted to Mr. Cur-
ran (Cockburn) on the ground of ill-
health,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH
DAY

Motion

Debate resumed, from the 1lth August,
on the following motion by Mr. O’Con-
nor:—

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has bheen
pleased to deliver {o Parliamont;—

May it please your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legislative:
Assembly of the State of Western
Australia in Parliament assem-
bled, beg to express loyalty to our
Most Graecious Sovereign, and to
thank Your Execellency for the
Speech you have heen pleased to
address to Parliament.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [5.8 pm.]: I
am pleased to be able to malke a small
contribution to the Address-in-Reply de-
bate. In listening to the Speech given
by His Excellency the Governor, I was
anxious to hear any reference made to
the goldmining industry. We know, of
course, that the Governor's Speech is pre-
pared by the Government of the day, and
I was sorely disappointed to find that re-
ference in the Speech to the goldmining
industry was confined to part of one com-
plete sentence. The reference appears on.
page 5 of the Governor's Speech, and
reads as follows:—

Gold production was over 800,000
fine ounces—

The reference to gold then terminates,

the sentence being completed as follows:—
—the value of all minerals produced
during the year being £21,076,000,

Mr.
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Those are the only words referring to
one of the major industries in this State;
to one of the major industries which con-
tributes to the economy of this nation.

I am at a loss to understand the atti-
tude of the State Government. There is
so much that could have been said about
the goldmining industry; there is so much
that needs to be said; and there is so
much action that needs to be taken. The
Government has given no indication that
it even considers investigating the prob-
lems facing the goldmining industry. It
contents itself by giving a statistical re-
port, and that report is condensed into
part of a sentence in a Speech comprising
nine pages given by His Excellency the
Governor. The reference is contained in
part of a senience which takes up a line
and a half in that Speech.

The goldmining industry has, over the
years—particularly since 19%49—displayed
unusual vitality, and it has mot taken
lying down the imposition of a fixed price
for gold. However, the industry should
be made the subject of & vigorous pro-
gramme of education and agitation, more
s0 now than at any other period in its
history. Education is required to convince
the Federal Government of the value of,
and necessity for, gold in connection with
international trade.

The attitude of the Federal Govern-
ment towards the administration of the
hounty legislation must be sharpened by
a realisation that the need for an infu-
slon of monetary assistance for additional
underground work is very real. The time-
wasting delays In the processing of appli-
cations by mining companies, as has been
evidenced thils year, must be eliminated.
In May a major company had an applica-
tion stood over because, I understand, the
Treasury officials could not interpret the
scope of the benefits that were availlable
under the Act. There was a considerable
delay. Of cowrse these things cannot be
tolerated. If the Government is going
to assist, the assistance should be clearly
offered and promptly carried out.

The problem facing the industry Is sim-
ply to pinpoint the fact that the industry
is selling its product at the price which
applied in 1949, even though that price
was an artificial one brought about by
the devaluation of sterling, However, the
price that the goldmining industry is re-
ceiving for its product today is that which
applied towards the Ilatter end of 1949,
and that price was brought about through
the good offices of the Chifley Labaor Gov-
ernment. If that had not happened the
industry would have been operating on
thie price level of 1932-33.

This is the only industry today which
sells its product on the price level that
was avallable in 1949 and has to meet the
cost levels applying in 1964, The reper-
cusslons which flow from this situation
are easy to pinpoint. We have to con-
sider the rising costs of production, and
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they include labour costs. Those who
take up the cudgels for the employing
classes will readily say, “What are the
workers doing towards trying to assist the
industry? They are reaching out for wage
inereases.”

That is not the case at all. The
men who are engaged in the mining
industry are entitled to wage justice, and
to working conditions similar to or com-
parable with those of men engaged ir
industry elsewhere; and it is only right
for the men in the industry to demand
equal wage justice and working conditions
with what is available elsewhere. I would
say that the men working in the gold-
mining industry, particularly in some
facets of the work, are entitled to greater
remuneration than are men in industry
in some other fields.

It should be noted also that it is in the
interests of the goldmining industry itself
for it to hold its key men—the skilled
machine miners—by paying them good re-
muneration, because if the industry finds it
cannot, or if it will not, pay the good men,
it will lose them; and that will be to the
detriment of the industry, because it will
be difficult to recruit other men with the
skill necessary for the economic produc-
tion of gold.

Therefore, if anyone wants to be quick
to point the finger at the working man—
at the labour cost, and say that it is one
of the factors reacting against the econ-
omy of the goldmining industry today,
then that person should pause and con-
sider that the solution to this problem
lies elsewhere; it lies inh removing the
glaring injustice that prevails as to the
price paid for the product of the industry.

The State Government should have ¢x-
pressed itself along these lines: That not
only should the Federal Government be
ready, without procrastination and de-
lay, to offer monetary assistance ob-
tained from Iits revenues, in recogni-
tion of its responsibility to safeguard
a national interest, but also it should
recognise that there is another role
for it to accept; and it is in this
field that the State Government should
have been most active. We should have
heard what it intended to do, and we
should be able to see it putting its words
into action by giving a lead not only to
offsetting the injustice of a fixed price
for gold, but by planning and initiating a
move and then by putting that move into
operation so that steps would be taken to
meet the spokesman from the United
States of America, and from the other
International Monetary Fund countries, to
show them that we will no longer blind-
foldedly accept their stand to preserve a
pegged price of 35 American dollars per
fine ounce of gold.

The United States of America and the

other I.M.F, countries are prepared to
conform to this stand as long as we wiil
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conform to it, or allow them to do so.
I say the time has come when their action
or decision should no longer be allowed to
go unchallenged. The time has come when
there should he another well organised gold
deputation from Western Australia fo
Canberra. I say the time has come when
the State Government should give a lead
to the goldmining industry. It should
offer its assistance and make its facilities
available so that in Canberra the views of
the goldmining industry may be heard.
and so that ultimately the voice of Aus-
tralila in reference to its goldmining in-
dustry will be heard at the places where
the decislons are made that could bring
about & change in the price of gold.

The time has come when a lot more
should be satd than just a few words
taken from a statistical report stating
that the production of gold last year was
800,000 fine ounces. I say the time has
come not only for words from the State
Government, but also for the State Gov-
ernment to transform those words into
action; and if this Government does not
do it, then the next Labor Government
refurned next year will not procrastinate
with mere words, but will put those words
into action, and perhaps these glaring in-
justices will then be removed. But the
opportunity Hes with this Government
now to do something; to give a dynamic
lead. Yet 1t has contented itself with a
few words taken from a statisticial report
—that is its sole reference to one of the
major industries of the State, With those
remarks, I will pass to other matters.

I would like to speak for & few moments
on the subject of law reform. I was
pleased to note—IX expected this step to
be taken—the move by the Crown Law
Department to remove from our Statute
book some of the antiquated and obsolete
legislation that still appears therein.
However, again I feel that the Govern-
ment has missed the bus. Y wish to quote
now from the 1962-1963 presidential re-
port of the Law Society of Western Aus-
tralia. The president had this to say in
reference to law reform—

Early in the year, it appeared as if
an official Law Reforrn Committee
might be established. Your Council,
in consulfation with the Chief Jus-
tice, offered fo assist in the formation
of such a Committee which, it was
hoped, would consist of the Chief
Justice, or a Judge nominated by him,
five practitioners nominated by the
Society, a representative of the Law
Bchool, and a representative of the
Crown Law Department with an
officer of the Crown Law Department
as permanent Secretary. However, for
reasons not entirely clear, and to our
disappointment, the Government de-
cided against the proposal. Recently,
T discussed the matter again with the
Chief Justice and it s likely that we
will proceed on e non-official basis

(10)
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with a Committee constituted as above
but without the Government repre-
sentatives,

I prefaced my remarks by saying that
the Government had missed the bus. What
a golden opportunity it was; what an
offer that was made to it by the Law
Society of Western Australin to form a
balanced law committee! Here it was for
the asking: but the Government appar-
ently, for reasons not entirely clear, as the
report states, did not accept the offer, and
it missed the bus.

Whilst speaking on law reform I would
like to make reference to three points
that have concerned me, and in respect
of which I intend to ask some questions.
The first relates to criminal law and the
law relating to procedure in jury trials
of matters of criminal jurisdiction.

The present law provides that the Crown
Prosecutor has, when the jury is heing
selected and each prospective juryman’s
name is read out, an unlimited number of
challenges. As soon as the name is read
out by the clerk of the court, if that pros-
pective juryman is not acceptable to the
Crown, the prosecutor on behailf of the
Crown merely has to say ‘stand aside”
and that person’s services are dispensed
with. The Crown has an unlimited num-
ber of challenges, whereas the accused
person is limited to only six—that is, six
peremptory challenges; and there is the
right reserved both to the Crown and to
the accused person to challenge on the
ground that cause must be shown. I in-
tend to ask the Minister for Justice,
ghrough his representative in this Cham-
er—

Will he give consideration to
amending the law relating to jury
trials in matters of criminal juris-
diction so as to remove the advantage
possessed by the Crown Prosecutor
a5 against an accused person, of
having an unlimited right to stand
by jurors, and bring this into line
with the right possessed by the ac-
cused of six peremptory challenges
and the challenge of additional jurors
for cause shown?

This question, I think, shows that the
need for law reform is not non-existent

in 1964, I would like also to ask the
Il\lsrj.inister. in this enligh{ened year of
64—

(1) Has the Government considered
introducing legislation fo amend
the appropriate law relating to
infanecy—the Transfer of Land
Act—and the legislation concerned
with land dealings so as to pro-
vide that the age limit for bhor-
rowing on maortgage of land will
be reduced below 21 years in the
case of young married couples
and people about to be married?
Is it intended to legislate accord-
ingly this session?

(2)
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Another question concerning law reform
arises out of the situation whereby a per-
son, probably due to ignorance of the law,
charged in a court of petty sessions, and
not knowing the nature or the implication
of the charge, pleads guilty. Having
pleaded guilty, such a person is at present
precluded from lodging an appeal. If that
person pleads pguilty and is convicted, he
cannot, under the present law, lodge an
appeal. I refer to section 197 of the
Justices Act, which is one of the pro-
visions relating to appeals from courts of
petty sessions,

Members might cast their minds back
to the case of a young university student
about 12 or 18 months ago. He pleaded
guilty, and by the word of the law he
was precluded from the right of appeal,
purely and simply because he pleaded
guilty. Whether he was aware of the
implications or the nature of the charge,
I do not know. I would like to see section
197 of the Justices Act amended to pro-
vide that in such a case a plea of guilty
in a court of petty sessions need not
necessarily be fatal to the person’s right
to lodge an appeal.

Leaving the field of law reform, I shall
now make reference to a project which
I consider could offer some scope for
decentralisation in the Kalgoorlie district,
and that is in reference to the use of the
smoke which now escapes from the smoke-
stacks on the mines into the air, and the
precipitation of elemental sulphur. I was
pleased to note the most recent reference
to this project in The West Australian
dated the 27th March of this year. It
is a subject which has occcupied my atten-
tion ever since I have been a memher, It
also occupied the attention of the pre-
vipus Government, and a report was made
by a committee established for this pur-
pose in 1953. However, that committee
encountered difficulties which, at that
time, would have resulted in interference
with the production of gold; and, of
cowrse, in the interests of preducing only
a by-product, that could not bhe.

Steps are now being taken to ascertain
whether these difficulties can be resolved
s0 that there will be no interference with
the preoduction of gold and, at the same
time, allow the use of the sulphur which
is now being burned and escaping into
the air. I refer the House to the following
item, and I point out that I am following
it up with a great deal of interest:—

Gold Plant Problems For Study.

The Government Chemical Lah-
oratories will investigate problems
assoclated with ore-roasting opera-
tions at mines on Kalgoorlie’s Golden
Mile.

Mines Minister Griffith said yester-
day that the work could yield valuable
information leading to improved
plant operations and general bene-
fits for the gold mining industry.
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The laboratory officers believed their
work could help in the possible re-
covery of elemental sulphur from
smoke-stacks. )

The laboratories pianned an on-the-
spot study of technical aspects of pre-
sent roaster operations. This would
be backed by the specialised facilities
of several divisions of the laboratories.

My purpose in making reference to the
subject is to let it be known that I
earnestly hope every effort will be made
by the Government Chemical Lahoratory
and the compahies concerned to ensure
fruitful results from this project.

I would now like to make reference to
the standard gauge railway project as it is
likely to affect Kalgoorlie, and to investi-
gate whether the passing of the line
through Kalgoorlie can provide some in-
dustry in that town to compensate for the
loss of employment which will naturally
follow with the removal of the transhipping
activities in that district. I believe tre-
mendous scope is offered there if we can
get the Government of the day to .co-
operate, or to urge support from the Com-
monwealth Government to establish at
Kalgoorlie a railway repair or maintenance
shop which could be used for rolling stock
on that line. T would even go so far as
to recommend strongly that it could
establish works for the manufacture of
certain implements which could be used
for the same purpose.

I have broached this subject before, and
I realise the project is at a very early stage
and that what I say may be considered
premature. Nevertheless, my suggestion is
worth recording and flling so that it can
be drawn ouf at the appropriate time and
some action taken thereon. That is the
reason for my mentioning the matter again.
I have raised it before and have written
to the Minister for Railways on the subject,
and I trust this reference will merely go
to show that I still helieve this is a matter
which should be considered at the
appropriate time. I hope that in this field
the Gavernment will not miss the bus.

I now wish to speak on two educational
matters. The first is the Eastern Goldfields
High School. I regret that I have taken
so long to speak on other matters that
the Minister for Education is not now in
his seat, because I would have liked him
to hear my remarks.

Mr. H. May: He will read your speech
in Hansard.

Mr. EVANS: I am not so sure; but when
he learns that I have been referring to
one of his portfplios, he might. The
Eastern Goldflelds High School is one of
the major high schools in this State, as
proved by its enrolments; but despite this
it cannot lay claim to a gymnasium of its
own. On representations being made to
the department, the reply is, of course,
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that the finanee available can only be
used for the erection of classrooms and
not for other matiers, even though they
may be necessary, until the demand for
greater classroom accommodation has been
met. However, I find that that policy is
not followed in the metropolitan area.
New high schools are being erected almost
daily in the metropolitan area--they are
almost like mushrooms—and it is found
that a gymnasium is always included in
them.

Mr. H. May: You will have to shift the
goldfields down to the metropolitan area.

Mr. EVANS: I will now pass from the
level of secondary education to the tertiary
level; that is, to the level prevailing at
the University, and to refer to the financial
side o¢f the question; namely, to the
announcement in the Kalgoorlie Miner of
the 27th July, 1964, headed, *W.A. Uni-
versity Raises Fees.”

Mr, Toms: What, again?

My, EVANS: It is significant that my
colleague alongside me has interjected
“again.” TUnder this heading, the report
reads—

Perth July 27.—The West Austra-
lian University senate tonight agreed
to raise student fees for 1965 by 156
per cent., the third increase in three
Vears.

The finance committee chairman,
Mr, K. Townsing, who is also the State
Under-Treasurer, said tonight that
the new increases would bring Western
Australien fees fo §8 per cent. of the
standard Australian level calculated
on the average of Melbourne and
Sydney University fees.

(In 1961, the West Australian Uni-
versity senate adopted a policy of
raising fees in stages to the standard
level.

Mr. Townsing said the maximum
Commonwealth grant to the West
Australian University for 1965 had
been fixed to £878,000.

The University would have to raise
£1,625,000 from fees and the State
grant to get the maximum grant.

Unless fees were raised, the State
grant would have to include £117.000
to cover the difference between West
Australian and standard fees.

The State had paid £108,000 this
vear to meet the difference and
wanted the amount reduced for 1965.

It is the conciuding part of the report
with which I find fault. The Government
is anxious to have educated persons in
this State, but has no desire to pay for
their education; it merely wants to ensure
that the amount it paid last year is reduced
in 1965. Here again is ample evidence of
how the Government has missed the bus.
Is it Intimidated by the Commonwealth
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Government? By its amended constitution,
the Commonwealth Government ‘is given
wide financial powers to collect the major-
ity of the revenue from the whole of the
Commonwealth, but it is the responsibility:
of the State Government t¢ demand its.
fair share of that revenue. I ieel that
this State Government is rather chary or-
scared of offending the Commonwealth
Government. What I have referred to are
instances of how the State Government
should be present and, like Oliver Twist,,
asking for more.

If the State's financial resources are in-
sufficient to finance the University, it
should look for more money from the
Commonwealth instead of the University
Senate having to take the only alternative
step; namely, raising the fees of students
who already, in many instances, are im-
poverished. Do members realise that uni-
versity graduates, when seeking employ-
ment, on noticing there are employment
opportunities overseas in many spheres,
grasp those opportunities and take the
positions offering elsewhere? Although we
may feel we are losing valuable talent, we
should stop and think that these gradu-
ates, in their own minds, feel no obligation
to the Government of Western Australia,
because they consider they have peid for
their education out of their own pockets.
It is a fact, of course, thet they go over-
seas to obtain employment, and we are
definitely losing this wonderful talent.

Here again, the Government should
make 8 concerted effort to restore our
University to its previous level. It was
once the pride of all the Australian uni-
versities, but it has lost its title and soon
will be swallowed up in the name and
fame of being one of the expensive uni-
versities. The Western Austrelian Univer-
sity was, as I have said, the pride of Aus-
tralian universities when it was a free
university. Unfortunately, it is now no
longer free, and it has lost its pride of
place.

Mr. J. Hegney: Initially, it was estab-
lished to give everyone the right to have
& university education, but now they are
making it very difficult for students.

Mr. EVANS: I now come to a matter
which is of interest to everyone, but will
definitely be of concern to the Minister for
Police, who is in charge of traffle. I refer
to section 11 of the Traffic Act, which deals
with the fees that are paid te local
authorities for motorecar licenses. That
section sets out the machinery for collect-
ing the fees and for the local authority to
issue the license, and then follows a pro-
vise which reads—

Provided also that a local authority
may, in exceptional circumstances,
and with the approval of the Minister,
grant a license to the owner of a
particular vehicle therein mentioned
without payment of the prescribed
fee . ..
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The key words are—

\ .. . & local authority may, in exeep-
:timpnal circumstances, and with the
rapproval! of the Minister, grant a
license to the owner of a particular
vehicle . . . without payment of the
Jprescribed fee | . |

This section is put into operation in this
" manner, I understand, when an applica-
tion is teceived by a local authority from
some person who feels he is subject to the
exceptional circumstances and who applies
-~ for a license to be granted to him without
~the payment of the prescribed fee. Re-
-gardless of whether he asks for a license
-absolutely free, or asks for one when only
part payment is made, it 1s still a license
granted without the payment of the pre-
scribed fee. First of all, the local authority
decides whether it will recommend to the
Minister for Police that the license shall
ibe granted In these circumstances. If it
does, it finds that the Minister for Police
has drawn up a preconceived category into
which this license comes—that is, one pur-
porting to be granted in exceptionsal c¢ir-
cumstances—and it is jfudged against the
standards and within the limits set by the
Minister.

I have before me a letter addressed to a
person in Kalgoorlie who through various
exceptional circumstances, judged on the
merits of his case, applied to the Kalgoorlie
Town Council to be granted a license ab
a reduced fee. The council considered the
matter and sought the approval of the
Minister for Transport. This person
Anally received a letter from the Kalgoorlie
Town Council stating that further to his
applieation and the recommendation of
‘the council to the Commissioner of Police,
‘the commissioner had advised that the
-poltey laid down by the Minister was that
-concessional licenses, under the provisions
of section 11 of the Traffic Act, would be
-oranted to civilian invalid pensioners, sub-
.Ject to income, and to totally and per-
‘manently incapacitated pensioners whose
income was from pension only. Those are
the only categories in which the Minister
will interpret what are exceptional cir-
cumstances.

Let it not be said that I am irying to
derogate from these categories. They are
exceptional circumstances, but I claim
these categories do not set a limit to what
are exceptional circumstances. Any pre-
conceived idea of the Minister is not with-
in the spirit of the law, and each case
should be adjudged on its merits. It seems
that the existing formula is limited fo the
two exceptions I have mentioned.

Mr. Cralg: That is not right.

Mr. EVANS: The Minister says I am not
right, but I have received an assurance
from the Police Department in wriling
ingdicating that the Commissioner of Po-
lice has set down the various categories;
and they are in accordance with what X
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have just guoted from the letter. I ask
the Minister, in future, to judge each case
on its merit, without limiting any approv-
al to be given, as in the case I mentioned,
I do not wish to derogate from those cases
which are in the category of exceptional
circumstances, but the Minister's approval
should be granted also where the merits
of a case justify the concession, though the
case may not fit into the category of speec-
ial circumstances. I support the Address-
in-Reply.

MR. HART (Rog) [548 p.n.}: I would
like to make some comments in the Ad-
dress-in-Reply debate to His Excellency’s
Speech delivered at the opening of Parlia-
ment. The overall picture of Western Aus-
tralia, as he outlined it from the top to the
bottom, was very factual; and generally
speaking it was a true picture of what is
taking place in this State. He touched on
various phases of development in the State,
but there are problems to some of that de-
velopment.

The outline which His Excellency gave
of agricultural and industrial development,
and of the progress heing made in the
newly developed areas, was very encour-
aging. However, I know only too well
there are many problems confronting us,
and they have to be faced up to.

Firstly I wish to refer to the northern
part of the State where the development
of the Ord River scheme is proceeding.
The area in the Kimberleys has a wonder-
ful potential, although that is not appreci-
ated in some places. The Government is
going ahead with development in that area.
Anyone who has visited that part of the
State will realise the great potential of
the area; he will also become aware of
the problems which confront development,
and of the need for the Government to
take some action. I commend the Govern-
ment for its persistence in the task of de-
veloping this area in the face of much crit-
icism, some of which was very unfair.

The main criticism levelled against the
Government—and it seems to be a single-
track type of criticissn—is that because
the State cannolt undertake one type of
development, it should not try to undertake
the vast development of the Ord River
scheme, The critics have made a com-
parison of the return which could be de-
rived from the expenditure of the money
on developing the southern psri eof the
State, with the return which ean be ex-
pected from the Ord scheme., They con-
sider that if the £20,000,000 involved in
the Ord River scheme were to be used in
developing part of the wheatbelt areas of
this State, a quicker return would result,
and the proposition would be much more
payable. All of these arguments disregard
the fact that the Kimherley area has to be
developed. That 15 the task of the Gov-
ernment, whichever party may have the
job of carrying out that development,
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I would like to pay a tribute to the
departmental officers who are charged with
the responsibility of solving the many prob-
lems associated with main roads, water
conservation, and dam building in the
northern part of the State. The problems
there are quite different to those found
elsewhere in the State. In agriculture,
in particular, many problems which were
not experienced before have had to be
worked out on a scientific level. The de-
partmental officers, in whatever category
they may be engaged, are doing a particu-
larly good job in finding the answers to
the problems,

There is one part of the development
in the north about which not much has
been said, but it is a very important part.
I refer to the area of land in the Ord
catchment which is being regenerated; this
is known as the regeneration area., I have
travelled through this area, which is about
150 miles east of Kununurra. Some 800,000
acres of land in a very depleted state can
be seen. This was caused by overstocking
the land with cattle, and by the lack of
watering points.

In Western Australia hundreds of thou-
sands of acres of land have been greatly
overstocked, and through the lack of
watering points the land has reached the
stage where it is almost heyond regenera-
tion. The Government has taken action
to overcome this difficulty, and it has re-
sumed much of the 800,000 acres from the
pastoral leaseholders. The Government is
endeavouring to regenerate that land.

While I was up in that part of the State
I came into contact with a young agricul-
tural officer, Mr, Alan Payne, a very fine
type of person. I mention his name he-
cause I have a great admiration for what
he is deing. In the area I refer to, 150
miles east of Kununurra, he has the task
of supervising the regeneration, under the
direction of the department. There are
14 to 15 areas, each of 60,000 acres, being
fenced, and on each area strips of pasture
are being sown. All this work is being done
under Mr. Payne’'s supervision,

On these paddocks, which have been
fenced, and from which stock has been
removed for a couple of years, one can see
evidence of regeneration and reversion to
their original state. The effort being made
to regenerate the land in the Ord catch-
ment is a very vital part of the aversil
development which the Government is
undertaking up there. Having spent a
very long day—from daylight to dusk—
travelling over 400 miles of countiry in the
company of Mr, Payne and my colleague.
Mr. Gayfer, I could not but be impressed
with the development that is taking place.
I applaud the work that is being done
under Mr. Payne's supervision,

1 would now like to turn to general
development in the more settled areas of
this State., There the overall picture is
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very bright, and we have seen an influx
of settlers from the Eastern States. Quite
a lot of new capital is coming into this
State in developing these areas. In these
days we hear of 1,000,000 acres of land
being thrown open for selection and being
taken up each year. Despite all that devel-
opment there are many problems to over-
come, and some farmers have experienced
a bad time; they are the ones who were
affected by the had season last year. How-~
ever, the overall picture is pretty good.
Some of those farmers suffered losses
through rust in their ¢rops, and others suf-
fered from having too much rain.

Within this pattern of agricultural pro-
gress we find one section of farmers who
require financial help, bearing in mind the
large sums of money which are needed
for carrying on wheat and sheep farming
in the eastern areas. I have said this pre-
viously and 1 repeat: There is a need
for the Government to give financisl
assistance to one section of young farmers,
many of whom are the sons of farmers on
established properties.

There is no need for an overall civiliam
seftlement scheme to be formulated, but
there is need for financial assistance to be
given in some cases; that is, if we wish
to retain these young men as farmers. We
can retain them on the land if enough
money is forthcoming to assist them. This:
is a task which the Government should
take in hand.

A scheme either large or small can be
implemented under the existing Land Act.
The Minister is at present empowered to
carry out development on land under sec-
tion 85, which states—

(1) The Minister may carry out on
land within a special settlement area
such improvements, including clearing,
drainage, fencing, sowing, provision of
live stock and machinery, houses and
buildings, and such other improve-
ments, whether of the same or differ-
ent kind as or from the foregoing, as
he may think fit and either before
or after the land is threwn open for
selection.

(2) The fair value of any improve-
ments existing on or affecting any
land applied for within a Special Set~
tlement area or authorised and in
course of cchstruction, or intended to
be constructed. shall be determined by
the Minister, and the price of any such
land shall be increased hy the value
so determined of such improvements,
with interest theveon, or upon so much
thereof as for the time heing is un-
paid, at the prescribed rate, to the
intent that the price of the lands as
increased by the value of such im-
provemenss, with interest thereon as
aforesaid, shall be paid by the selector
at such times and in such manner as
the price of the land, if unimproved,
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would have been payable, except where
the land is seld under paragraph (aa)
of section eighty-six of this Act.

1 read that out because I feel that all
the various methods of assistance through-
out Australia tend towards getting some
help of a capital nature and then assist-
ing the sons of farmers already settled on
the land. I am advocating that this Gov-
ernment should do something for a limited
number of our farmers, based on that sec-
tion we already have.

I will pass from that to a matter which
has been under discussion for a number
of years and which has a very big bearing
on the prosperity of this State and its
woolgrowers. I am referring to a reserve-
price plan within the wool auction system,
The wool marketing authority has recom-
mended that we give consideration to the
establishment of a reserve-price plan
within our present auction system. There
is nothing new about this, because it has
been advocated for a great many years.

In 1950 the two big Federal woolgrowers'
organisations, as we had them then, in-
dependently gave thought to this type of
improvement and then co-operated and
decided that they would approach the
Federal Government and request that a
ballot be taken for an improved market-
ing scheme based on a reserve price.
The Federal Government agreed. Sub-
sequently the Australian Wcol Growers’
Council withdrew its support of that idea.
A beallot was held, but it was lost. From
that date to the present time the need for
an improved method within the auction
system has been evident, and during the
last several years pressure was brought to
bear and as a resuli there was formed what
iz known as the Australian Wool Industry
Conference, which is the authority charged
with the responsibility of working out some
improved method of selling. In 1950 when
the ballot was held on almost the same
question there was no such authority.
‘Through the authority now nearly all
growers have a say.

The ballot which I believe may be held
hefore very long has heen recommended
by the marketing committee of this
orgenisation. The marketing committee
was appointed by the Wool Board, and
the Weol Board in turn was appointed by
what is known as the AW.I.C, which
is the Australian Wool Industry Con-
ference. Thervefore it is obvious that
the background of the ballot then was
very different from that which exists to-
day.

When the baliot was held previously on
this very important auestion there were all
kinds cof cpposition. I have no doubt there
will be all kinds of opposition this time,
and expert opinions from professors and
economist{s and all those fellows who eriti-
cise very strongly but who very seldom
make any constructive susgestions that
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would work, They pick a plan to pieces
but do not suggest any alternative con-
structive ideas as to what could be done,

I think I have explained the backeground
of this subject together with the present
position. The authority appointed by the
growers from among their own men has
recommended a reserve-price plan. I
think it is the duty of all woolgrowers and
members of the industrial organisations
associated with the woolgrowers to support
this plan even though they concede there
are points contained in it about which they
are not very happy. Rather than criticise
the plan outside their organisations, they
should criticise it within them. I am sure
the men we have placed in authority will
look after the interests of the various
wool organisations, It is therefore up to
all of us who want to see some improve-
ment to submit our complaints or criticism
to them for further consideration.

I would like to submit to this House
tonight some of the things I think need
clarifying in connection with this reserve-
price plan. I think we should support it,
but I point out weaknesses that could ap-
pear so that our own men can fry to
overcome them., The first point I would
make is that in regard te the suggestion
which is before all woolgrowers today—
and I am one of them, as are cther mem-
bers in this House—the reserve price
should be fixed at a certain level. A case
has been submitted based on, perhaps, 54d.
as the reserve price.

A hypothetical case has bten put for-
ward based on an average selling season
of 65d. They say that if it was 65d. last
yvear, then it is reasonable to start this
year with a price of 54d. For those of us
who wish to improve the industry, if the
price is too low it could be dangerous. The
situation needs looking into very carefully.

Bearing in mind the fact that cornpeti-
tion is good, there is another point that
needs clarifying. At present we have a
lot of private buyers in Western Australia.
Many of them represent pretty big firms.
Over the last few years the auction system
has been criticised, but the private buyers
have done a particularly good job. I am
not going to carry the flag for the private
buyers, but until something hetter comes
along we shall have to have them.

Those who are charged with considering
the merits of this reserve plan should
hesitate before they cut the ground from
heneath the feet of the private buyers.
Private buyers have been competitive and
they will continue to be competitive under
the reserve plan—and we need that com-
petition. There has been a reserve plan in
New Zealand for a number of years. It
has heen fairly well accepted. I under-
stand that the private buyers have contin-
ued over there and there has been healthy
competition within the reserve plan and
between wool selling brokers. They lifted
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about 11 per cent. of the wool over there
and it has not done much harm—probably
a lot of good.

I believe that we should be supporting
the -reserve plan and look for ways and
means of making it better. A new
authority, which will be a marketing
authority, is to be set up within the present
framework. It will be set up on an Aus-
tralia-wide basis. I believe that those
associated with the marketing authority
should be elected from woolgrowers
throughout Australia. The proposed
authority was sponsored by the Australian
Wool Industry Conference.

When a vote has heen taken in connec-
tion with the reserve plan, there will be a
roll of woolgrowers. A method of voting
will have been agreed upon and we will
have a registered roll of woolgrowers
throughout Australia. Although nearly all
of the major woolgrowing organisations
are associated with the AW.I.C. there are
several that have remained outside, If we
have a registered roll of woolgrowers, then
the members of the proposed authority
should be elected from members on the roli,
and it should be on a Siate basis within
the Australia-wide set-up. Another factor
in favour of this separate authority is that
hundreds of millions of pounds are involved
in the industry each year, and if there were
only one organisation it could hecome too
monopolistic. If there were a wool market-
ing set-up comprising elected woolgrowers,
under the direction of the AWIC, we
would have another voice—a direct voice
representing woolgrowers—which would be
a healthy safeguard in the overall picture.

Mr. Rowberry: Who is going to finance
all this?

Mr. HART: The question of finance is
a big one. This problem, together with a
host of smaller ones, will no doubt be dealt
with in due course. I think we shall be
able to face up to those problems. The
question of finance might be regarded as
being a big bogey. One might ask, “Where
are we going to get the money from?”
We might have a straightout acquisition
scheme, which I personally think is the
best thing, What we have hefore us now
is something that was decided upon after
a great deal of investigation by the Aus-
tralian Wool Industry Conference. Each
State was represented at the conference
and each of the two biggest organisations
had 25 representatives in attendance,

The conference studied various schemes,
such as acquisition, appraisement, auction,
reserves within the auction, and so on.
After extensive investigations, and follow-
ing consideration of all the facts at its
disposal, the conference recommended the
reserve plan. We have to bear in mind
that we have taken 40 years to reach this
stage. We now have this recommenda-
tion of an overall authority. For the first
time for many years something has been
put forward that, generally speaking, is
acceptable to all organisations within the
industry.
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MR, HALL (Albany) (6.12 pm.l: I
desire to start my speech by commenting
on the forthcoming retirement of the
member for Collie, Mr. Harry May. When
commencing my parliamentary lfe I was
ably essisted by Mr. Harry May.

Point of Order

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): On a
point of order, the honourable member
cannot refer to a member by name,

Debate (on motion) Resumed

Mr. HALL: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker.
I shall bow to your wishes. The advice
and help of the member for Collie have
stood me in very good stead during the
course of my parliamentary life in this
Legislative Assembly. I feel that his retire-
ment is slightly premature hecause he
looks so physically sound, and I know that
his constituents will miss him dearly. The
member for Coilie Is held in very high
esteem by those departments with which
I and other members of this Chamber
have had dealings. The people in Collie
will no doubt feel a sad loss on the de-
parture of their beloved member.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. HALL: Prior to the tea suspension,
I was paying a trlbute to the retiring
member for Collie, and 1 would lke to
conclude on the note that I wish him
well in his retirement. I also express
my best wishes to his wife.

On Thursday iust I usked the Premier
if he would be prepared to give earnest
consideration and thought to the establish-
ment of a major lottery for the purpose
of alleviating the losses in the flood-
ravaged areas of the south-west. You, Mr.
Speaker, represent one of the areas. I
have always held the Premler in very high
esteem for being practical In thought, and
appreciative in most cases of urgency or
necessity.

However, on this particular occasion I
am at a complete loss to understand his
assessment of the facts. My proposal was
completely divorced from politics, and was
made with the motive of stimulating
finance o ease the position of the people
who are affected—and those who will be-
come affected—in the areas under dis-
cussion. The Premier did say that he
was awaiting a complete assessment of
the facts, and that is understandable in
the circumstances. As Mr. Gabbedy has
said, and as has been published, that will
take some considerable time. The Pre-
mier may have thought that if he agreed
to my suggestion he would be setting a
precedent whereby he could, at some
future time, be approached by many other
organisations for assistance in this par-
ticular manner—the striking of a lottery.
However, I can think of no greater need;
and this has been substantiated by the
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committees established and working in
close co-operation and coheslon with the
people affected.

The Lord Mayor’s Fund also substan-
tiates the claim that this would be con-
sidered a major disaster to Western
Australia, So I say it is an cutstanding
occasion, and we could accept the prece-
dent of this particular tragedy to strike
& major lottery to ease the problems of
the people in the flood-ravaged areas of
the south-west.

This might mean some disruntion of
the work of the Lotterles Commission, but
I fail to see why this should not be an
occasion to disrupt the commission when
s0 many other people have been disrupted
and so many homes ravaged—beyond re-
pair in many cases. It is obvious from the
response to the collections for the Hood
victims that we are not going to receive
the support we had hoped for—or that the
Lord Mayor and Premier had desired or
hoped ifor.

It is obvious that if there is a tighten-
ing up of finance, we have to find some
way o0f extracting the money from the
pockets of the populace in Western Aus-
tralia, and particularly those in the metre-
politan area. I could think of no finer
way of getting this money than offering
them something in return, and this could
be achieved by investment in a major
lottery. The people will give freely to a
cause if they think they stand a chance
of getting something out of it. I would
say that every time o ticket was displayed
in a lottery klosk, or other place of sale,
it would be an advertisement and would
1llustrate the urgency and need for the
finance to meet the requirements and
necessities of the peaple in the ravaged
south-west areas.

I also feel that the Premier would have
a weapon placed in his hands so that
when he approached the Prime Minister
for funds to ease the predicament of the
people affected, the Prime Minister would
have to gilve consideration and deep
thought to the fact that we had done
something out of the ordinary. We would
have disturbed our own happy set-up In
life by striking this mejor lottery for the
easement of those people.

It is obvious that what I am talking
about is urgent; because, even though
the sum in the Lord Mayor’s appeal fund
has been almost doubled, an assessment
in today's issue of The West Ausiralian
Is that the flood damage in Collie is ap-
proximately £800.000. I would say that is
& conservative estimate, but one that has
been readily accepted because it was made
on the spot.

I do not intend to elaborate on that
madtter any further, but I do ask the Pre-
mier t0 give earnest consideration to the
suggestion I have made. It is not made
with any poltical motive, but is merely
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suggesting a form of assistance that we,
both Government and Opposition, can give
to these people.

I should now like to mention the sub-
ject of shipping through the port of
Albany. The diversion of interstate car-
goes through the port of Fremantle has
sadly depleted the tonnages being handled
in the outports of Western Australia, par-
ticularly on the south and south-west
coasts. We reallse that with the use of
seatainers it is & hard problem to over-
come; but if we are to treat decentralisa-
tion on a fair and equitable basis I see no
reason why the shipping companies should
not do their part and ship some cargoes
through the outports of this State.

After all, the population of the Albany
zone is approximately 45,000 to 50,000,
and the requirements of a zone of that
size are tremendous. Included in that
number is the farming community; and
we have only to realise the added freights
these people have to pay for their oil,
fuel, foodstuff, clothing, and so on, be-
cause these articles are shipped through
the port of Fremantle, to understand how
much it would mean to the people in the
zone if more use were made of the harbour
at Albany. In addition, a fair proportion
of the goods used in the Albany Zone is
transported by road or rail from the East-
ern States.

We have to combat this in some way
and we have to be fair about it. After
all, the zone is entitled to receive some
equity, or at least a fair equity, from its
development and cultivation. The people
in the area should he able to plough back
into their properties some of the proceeds
instead of being called upon {0 pay extra
in freights, and so on, because of the use
of Fremantle Harbour, If more money
were avallable in the zone we would be
able to provide more employment for our
younger people who, at the moment, I am
sorry to say, are migrating to the city in
great numbers.

A greater use of the outports would
stimulate activity and employment and
would help considerably to decentralise
these areas. Not only do we hope to be
able to hold the population we now have,
but we are hoping to attract people from
the city. This cannot be done unless em-~
ployment is available, and a greater use
of the Albany Harbour would be a step
in this direction.

The subject of mineral sands has been
ralsed on many occasions and, although
there are lucrative deposits of sands in
the Albany district, little has been done
to develop them. It is hard to under-
stand why the leasesholders have not done
something. In this regard I give credit
to the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment because, whenever I have approached
him, he has always endeavoured to find
out what the leaseholders are doing about
their leases. The same sort of thing has
happened whenever I have approached
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the Minister for Mines, and it is to be
!';oped that something will be done about
it.

One has only to think of the tonnages
of mineral sand in its segregated form
being shipped from the port of Bunbury
to realise what a wonderful asset it would
be to Albany if the mineral deposits there
were being worked—in this regard I refer
to rutile, zircon, and other refined proper-
ties of the mineral sands. If an industry
simdlar to that in Bunbury could be estab-
lished at Albany, and the port at Albany
used for the shipment of the sands, it
would he a great boest to the zone, 1
think we should do a little pressurising
s0 far as the people who hold these leases
are concerned.

You, Mr. Speaker, would be aware that
the leaseholders have at times been re-
primanded by the Mines Department be-
cause they have done lit{le to develop their
leases. 1 think the time has come when
we should give serlous consideration to
the establishment of this industry and the
segregation of the sands on the sites of
the deposits, and probably a further par-
tial segregation at the shoreline so that
the product could be loaded in buik at the
port of Albany,

There would be an immediate stimula-
tion of activity in the area and there
would be further avenues of employment
open to the people in the zone. The in-
creased tonnages shipped through the
port would help to make Albany an “A”-
class port and provide the waterside work-
ers with a full-time job, instead of the
port remaining, as it is today, a partial
“A'"-class port providing only part-time
:ﬁmloyment for the workers employed

ere.

As the member for Blackwood, Mr.,
Speaker, you have been approached re-
garding sleeper shipments through the
port of Albany. This is another matter
which I think should be looked at very
closely, because at present the sleepers
are being shipped through the port of
Bunbury even though they are coming
from the Albany zone. I believe also that
the export of timber produced in the
Albany zone should be channelled through
the port of Albany. I do not entirely blame
the Government for the present position.
We have had a visit from a liaison officer
with the Department of Industrial De-
velopment who is making an investigation
into the possibility of the greater use of
Albany as a port. I have no doubt that if
we can have timber and mineral sands
shipped through the port of Albany the
tonnages handled, both export and import,
will almost treble.

The question of harbour development is
one to which I would like to refer, and
I was hoping that the Minister for Works
would be in his seat. Development of the
Albany Harbour is a very important mat-
ter, and it goes hand in hand with the
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development which is taking place in the
hinterland, particularly the opening up of
new agricultural aress. The opening up
of these areas should make & tremendous
difference to the port; and afier three to
four years' cultivation we are seeing some
results. This development should have a
big effect on our exports, and with the
use of phosphatic roek and the importa-
tion of other commoedities for the manu-
facture of super our imports in that area
should increase.

That brings me to the point where I
should like to make a recommendation to
the Minister in regard to the foreshore
road; and I hope he will read the portion
of my speech which deals with that mat-
ter, The use of Festing Street for vehicles
on heavy haulage was & temporary ex-
pedient. ‘The road was to be used until
such time as a foreshore road could bhe
built to carry the heavy loads that were
coming in from the Albany agricultural
zone and other areas adjacent to it.

However, today the drivers of the heavy
transports who were using Festing Street
and York Street are finding themselves
in difficulties. A roundabout system has
teen introduced at the top of York Street
and it has prevented the heavy transport
hauliers from using that avenue ip the
harbour. As g result, all of the heavy
haulage vehicles are now using Festing
Street and the residents who live along
that street, and in streets adjacent to
it, are in an uproar. It is called the
rumble of the grumble in that area, and
one can easily understand the anxiety of
the people there, They cannot sleep dur-
ing the day and they cannot sleep during
the night. As a result it is understand-
able that after a while their nerves get
jagged and they get very cross about it.
In the near future I am expecting a peti-
tion to be forwarded to me and then I
will have to decide what is to be done
about it. It will be a protest abhout the
use of PFesting Street as the main artery
to the harbour.

The Minister for Works should give
earnest consideration to the establishment
of a foreshore road for which complete
reclamation is not needed. It could be
done with the erection of a causeway and
by a slow dredging process to effect re-
clamation, and the land reclaimed, when
sold or leased, would provide flnance for
the completion of the road and meet the
cost of the reclamation. No cheaper in-
dustrial sites can be found at any time
than those on reclaimed land, and if the
foreshore road were built no greater ad-
vantage could be gained by the Albany
Harbour authority and the Albany people
generally.

This road would not only give a straight-
through transport road te the harbour but
also to Borthwick’s meatworks. In men-
tioning the meatworks I might also point
out that large numbers of cattle travel
along Stirling Terrace, another maln street;
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of Albany. The object would be to com-
plete this foreshore road as soon as possible
to link up with the road system that is
being developed; that is, an outer ring
road, an inner ring road, and another
which comes closer in to Albany again,
These three roads, coming from different
directions, will all feed into Albany, and
they could link up with the harbour de-
velopment and so follow the Tydeman plan
for the harbour, and the road development
that is taking place in and around Albany
at the moment.

The changes that are taking place in
Albany Harhour today prove that a third
berth at this time would not be prema-
ture, In the trade statistics for the year
ended the 30th June, 1964, appears a state-
ment on the port statistics of the Albany
Harbour Board. From these statistics it
can be seen that in 1963-64, 149 vessels, of
a gross tonnage of 1,255,657, entered the
port of Albany. The inward ionnage of
cargo that came to the port totalled
166,284 tons in the same year, and the
outward tonnage was 340,120, Also in the
same vear, 11,956 oil bunkers were sup-
plied, and the tonnage for the total trade
was 518,360. The main items of cargo
that passed through the port of Albany
during 1963-64 were as foliows:—

IMPORTS

Tons
Rock Sulphate 91,682
Crude Sulphur 16,336
Jute Goods . 807
Petroleum Products .. 54,660
General 2,789

Through the port of Albany there has
also heen a big increase in cereal exports.
The figures are as follows:—

EXPORTS

Tons

Wheat 266,599
Barley 22,298
Oats .. 33,035
Bushels
Apples 111 444

Bales

Wool (Greasy} 20,689

In mentioning wool, I can recall the
member for Roe referring to the private
selling of wool, and I would like to point
out that 100,000 bales of wool were pro-
duced in the Albany agricultural zone.
However, we handled only about 46,000
bales through the port, so apparently there
was quite a number of bales disposed of by
private selling. We hope, therefore, that
the marketing system will bring some sta-
hility in the sale of wool in order that we
can develep industries complementary to

our zone. The following items were also
exported from Albany during 1963-64:-—

Tons

Frozen Meat 1,913

Whale QOil 3,295

General .. 4,226

Head

Livestock, sheep 3,500
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The shipping of livestock overseas is an
innovation which is being tried at the Al-
bany port.

Summing up, there is much develop-
ment taking place in Albany, with very
little or no planning for future harbour
development to accommodate the shipping
which is required for the various com-
modities produced. We are rapidly open-
ing up the hinterland and we must look
forward to the prospect of future develop-
ment. The Minister for Works, therefore,
should have an overall look at the de-
velopment that has taken place in the Al-
bany agricultural zone and match it with
some harbour development.

The other point I want to raise is the
planning of a second city. I raised this
subject during the last session of Parlia-
ment. I was rather surprised that our
Town PFPlanning Commissioner had not
given thought to the planning of a second
city in Western Auystralia. Whether he
has now done so¢, I do not know; hut I do
know that the planning of a second city is
not premature and we should be moving to
the fore to plan not only the whole of the
State but also a second metropolis.

Mr. Oldfield: What about the second
State?

Mr. HALL: We will come to that in a
minute. We will not be too impatient for
a siart,

Mr. Brand: Where do you think the
second city should go; at Bunbury?

Mr. HALL: I would think the Premier
would agree with me entirely. I would like
to take his mind back to the catastrophe
that has occurred in the last few days. The
twe potential sites for the establishment
of a second city—taking them alphabetic-
ally, and in order of priority—are Albany
as the No. 1 site, and Bunbury as the
second consideration.

Mr. Rhatigan: What about Kununurra?

Mr. HALL: I do not know about Kunun-
urra; but I am prepared to say that if we
look carefully at the picture—we might
pass over it if we continue to he jocular—
we must seriously consider the catastrophe
of recent days and the seriousness of the
plight in which the metrepolitan area was
placed only last week. As a result of the
floods in the south-west our lines of com-
munication were completely severed and
the various avenues along which trans-
port travels in carrying our food supplies to
the metropolitan area were also seriously
affected, Our milk supplies were in jeop-
ardy because many of the roads along
which those supplies travelled from the
south-western corner were impassible,

AIr. Bickerton: We want more cows in
King's Park.

Mr, HALL:: The serious prospect of our
water supplies from fthe south-west being
cut by an atomic attack is also ever pre-
sent, because most of the water supplies
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for the metropolitan area are drawn from
reservoirs in our south-west corner. Fur-
ther, although we have had a deluge of
fresh water in recent weeks which, in
some way, may have neutralised the salin-
ity of our rivers, the records show that
there are very few fresh-water rivers left
in the south-west portion of our Siate. I
mention this because the salinity of the
rivers and the supply of fresh water are
two important considerations if we intend
to plan for a second city. If we built a
city in the south-west we would have to
double the capacity of the reserveirs which
now supply water to the already congested
centralised city of Perth.

To the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment I would say, “You are pursuing a
policy of centralising all your industries
which will continue to atiract people to
the surrounding areas and lead to greater
congestion of the metropelitan area.” We
have already created a monster and a
Frankenstein by the use of motorcars, and
I-think we are creating another one by
centralising all our assets and industries
in one area, because we have to rely on the
suuth-western portion of the State for
supplies to feed the citizens of the Perth
metropolitan area. Albany, however, pre-
sents an entirely different picture. We have
& very fine harbour, whiech has not been
used or developed to anywhere near its full
capacity.

Mr. J. Hegney:
about this before!

Mr, HALL: The honourable member
has prchably heard about it from my pre-
decessor, and I can conly hope that I can
get the message over as foreibly as he did,
without having to fire any shots from the
fort. In all seriousness, we have a harbour
in Albany which is second to none in
Australia.

Mr. Fletcher: It is second to Fremantle.

Mr. HALL: It is nothing of the kind.
I might concede that it is possibly second
to Sydney: but I doubt even that. Sydney
Harbour, of course, is a glamorous har-
bour; and although Albany is not glamor-
ised to the same extent it is, neveriheless,
one of the best harbours in Australia.

Albany Harbour continues to exist on its
merits. The hinterland of Albany is be-
ing opened up considerably. We certainly
have not finished expanding in that area.
Let us therefore look at the potential ex-
pansicn of Albany and see what we can
take in by way of population, and by way
of establishing a dairying industry at Den-
mark and Mt. Barker to meet the needs
and requirements of the second city when
it is founded.

Albany now has a population of nearly
14,000 people. It is & neck-and-neck race
between Albany and Bunbury so far as
the intake of population is concerned; but
I think that, at the moment, Albany is
ahead by about 50. With the gradual

I seem to have heard
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expansion of its assets, and with its won-
derful natural harbour to serve the dis-
trict, the future of Albany is assured, even
though its capacity is untapped.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is certainly assured.

Mr. HALL: There is no doubt about
that. I feel sure members will agree that
Albany lends itself admirably to the estab-
lishment of a university. There is no
denying the fact that young people are
api to migrate to the metropolitan area
with a view to furthering their academic
education. We have young people leaving
their homes in Albany and coming to the
city to take advantage of the educational
facilities at university level provided in the
metropolitan area.

The educational environment in Albany
would be completely different and divorced
from that of the metropolitan area. There
would be some difference in the t{ype of
education provided, particularly in the
agricultural field. There is no doubt that
Albany would be ideally suifed for the
establishment of a university and the set-
ting-up of perhaps a research station, and
a chair of agriculture at that university.
It would be necessary to set up something
which would match, and be in keeping
with, the requirements of the Albany agri-
cultural zone.

One of our deep concerns is the avall-
ability of industrial water. As the Minister
for Industrial Development keeps inslst-
ing and telling us, we must work hard for
the establishment of industries in our de-
centralised areas. But before we establish
such industries we must provide the neces-
sary reguirements and amenities to induce
people—those who are prepared and will-
ing to do so—to go into those areas which
are decentralised. We must provide these
people with the attractions offered by the
city; and we must be able to match the
city and its surrounding industries in the
provision of cheap power,

It is essential that we be provided with
uniformity both in the price of power and
in the price of water. These facilities
should he made available to us, as they are
to the people in the metropolitan area. I
would like to stress that it is most import-
ant that industrial water be made available
to all decentralised areas, and particularly
to Albany; because there is where my in-
terest lies.

We have an abundant supply of fresh
water available, and surveys have been
carried out which indicate that we can
draw water from the Denmark River. The
damming of the Denmark River would
meet the need of industry and commerce
in Albany for many years to come. There
is no doubt that it is a fairly large and
comprehensive scheme and one which
would be guite expensive; but the Govern-
ment must be fair and consider the de-
centralised areas, particularly if it desires
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us to seek industries similar to those
which are attracted to the metropolitan
area.

1 believe a temporary expedient would
be the linking up of the Waychinicup
scheme with the Two People Bay scheme.
That would prove a standby for a few years
and enable us to get our feet firmly on
the ground. We would then be able to
proceed with the water scheme in relatton
to the Denmark River. If we linked up the
Waychinicup scheme with Two People
Bay it would help us get over the difficulty
for the time belng. At present the water
is being supplied from what is called the
south coast bores; and although it has a
lime content, it 1s good water in other
ways. It is not, however, good domestic
water, because of the washing agents that
are used today. I have heard women com-
plain bitterly about the cost Involved, and
the amount of material it is necessary for
them to use.

I would stress the necessity, therefore,
for a uniform rate for electricity and for
water., I am very pleased to see that the
Premier has made a statement to the
effect that he hopes to strike a uniform
rate in relation to water. I had to cross
swords with the Minister for Electricity
last session concerning the establishment
of a uniform rate for electricity in country
areas; or shall I say equalisation charges
of electricity for the country areas and
the metropolitan area? I do not think I
won many points there, because 1 could
not find much of the Minister's reply In
Hansard. As a matter of fact, his reply
was a very weak one indeed. I had to
get a microscope to try to find it.

Mr. Nalder: You did not score many
points on your action with reference to
the Milk Act either.

Mr. HALL: I will deal with that directly.
A uniform rate for electricity would be &
great advantage to country areas. If we
were to look carefuly and make &
thorough research into the annusnl reports
of our State Elecfriclty Commission I think
we would find there is more than a possi-
bility—indeed a probability—that a sub-
sidised scheme could be brought into
operation to enable the country areas to
enjoy a uniform, or an equalisation, rate
in electricity charges.

There is something along the same lines
in South Australla. That State has a
subsidy Act whereby it is able to introduce
legislation to enable it to overcome these
difficulties, and meet the needs of the
people in decentralised areas. They are
entitled, and should be permitted, to
enjoy conditions similar to those enjoyed
by people who live in the metropolitan
area. I believe we still, to a great extent,
ride very greatly on the sheep’s back with
regard to our primary industries. A tre-
mendous amount of electriclty is used here.
I appreciate that the dellvery llnes for
electricity are great distances apart; but
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there is no doubt that we would consume
more electricity if the price were right,
and if we were provided with the comforts
that people in the city enjoy.
Accordingly I hope the Minister for
Electricity will give that matter some
thought. A start has been made in an
endeavour to strike some uniformity in
charges for domestic, commercial, and in-
dustrial water in the decentralised areas.
If we could be granted this privilege in
the field of electricity, I am sure we
would be able to attract people to those
areas about which I have been speaking.

I fully appreciate that we do enjoy
certain privileges in connection with in-
dustyy, and that is something upon which
we can all congratulate ourselves; because
all Governments have seen the necessity
for providing cheap electricity to enable
industry to be attracted into the more
decentralised and far-flung areas.

I would like the Minister for Fisheries,
who is not in his seat at the moment, to
consider the point which I am about to
make in relation to fish haunts, I have
undertaken an extensive research into this
subject. Through the auspices of the Consul
for the U.S.A., Mr. Mayfleld, and from the
information he was able to obtain for me,
I found that the U,S.A. has gone quite ex-
tensively into this flield of fish cultivation.

Japan is in front of the U.S.A.; and if
the Minister were in the Chamber he could,
perhaps, comment on his recent trip to
Japan and tell us whether he came acgross
fish cultivation there. In many instances
old car bodies have heen used to build
these haunts. They are still being used,
although from experience it was found that
these bodies deteriorated quickly.

In both the U.S.A. and Japan heaps of
rubble, old concrete pipes, and shell beds
which are introduced, as well as other
methods of fish cultivation, are used. The
distribution of superphosphate through
perforated tins In the water was practised,
to cultivate the natural foods on which
the fish live.

There may be some difficulty in estab-
lishing fishing beds for underwater speal
fishermen, in view of the hostility from
professional fishermen, who complain that
fish stocks on our coastline are being de-
pleted by these spear fishermen. Let us
be fair! We provide the community with
playing flelds and football grounds, so why
should & patch of the ocean bed or beach
not be established for underwater spear
fishermen? These could be leased to this
type of club, and they could be located
outside the shipping lanes.

The underwater clubs should be per-
mitted to establish fish haunts, which they
could supervise and in which they could
undertake research. By doing that, we
would be going half way to overcoming
the animosity which exists between the
professional fishermen and the amateur
fishermen, These amateurs are sportsmen,
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and if they were provided with suitable
ocean beds, at least they would be kept
off the streets. Such fish haunts could be
made Into a tourist attraction, and fhis
State would benefit from visitors from all
parts of the world and from the other
States of Australis.

Pish farming has been pursued in the
UB8.A. and Japan very vigorously. It has
proved to be a lucrative venture. It could
also prove to bhe successful in Western
Australin. With the services of the marine
biologists, we could approach this type of
development with diffierent methods in the
future.

In 1047-48 the Commonwesalth scientific
investigation and research authority made
approaches for the establishment of oyster
farming in Australia. Two spots were se-
lected, one in Tasmania and the other in
Oyster Harbour at Albany. In a few days’
time we will know the result of the trans-
planting of oysters in the Swan River.
From my experience and research I agree
with the article which appeared in The
West Australian which indicated that
these oysters would be destroyed. The
oyster requires a certain amount of iresh
water, but the water must also contain a
certain salinity. When there are flcods,
and torrenis of fresh water intermix with
the salt water, the water In the river is
neutralised to a certain extent and be-
comes unsuitable for the oyster. For that
reason trouble could be experienced in es-
glbllshing an oyster farm In the Swan

ver,

Oysters have contihued to exist, In an
uncultivated, unwatched, and uncared for
state in Albany. The oysters which were
transplanted from Japan still exist in an
uncultivated stage; they are quite edible
and large., Samples of these have been
given to me by spear flshermen. The
oysters mature and grow in Albany Har-
bour, but we cannot find out when they
were transplanted in those waters.

We do know that a Mr, Manea con-
ducted an oyster bed in Albany abouf 20
years ago. It Is quite conceivable that the
oysters bred from that initial bed in Al-
bany Harbour, and deposited themselves
on solid substances, such as piles and any
metal to which the oyster will cling.

Research will show there are certain
fimes when the tldes carry the oyster spat
and deposit 1t on to the sticks. This is
evident, because in a cultivated state hold-
ing bases are prepared for the oysters, so
that the larvae, which three days later turn
into spat and become spawn oysters, can
settle on & solild base.

I have contacted some oyster farmers
from New South Wales who are prepared
to come to Western Australia, at the mini-
mum cost, to study the breeding periods of
the year when the larvae of the oyster are
" actlve. The knowledge which they could
glve us would be invaluable, and would
assist us in developing the oyster industry.
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Their reports indicate clearly that the
oyster spawn can be taken from the oyster,
living in a natural state. We would not
have to look outside of the State to find
oysters which will live in the tem-
perature of the waters along our coast.
Oysters are living there in an unculti-
vated state at the present time. If these
oysters can exist in a natural state—with-
out the attention that is given in farming,
without the attention of marine biologists,
without any need to clear the racks, and
without the need to cull the oysters—
surely then, under cultivated methods,
oysters could be farmed successfully.

I return to the point I mentioned previ-
ously. In Sydney a method of blending
superphosphate with oil is used in provid-
ing food for the oysters. The mixture is
placed in the soll, in the base, or In the
shell heds. Thus food is cultivated for the
oysters.

The very fact that oysters have existed
in four or five places in Albany, without
cultivation and without attention, proved
very conclusively to the outstanding oyster
farmers in New South Wales, to whom I
have referred, that Albany presents more
than a possibility for the establishment of
oyster farms.

We are importing practically every
type of oyster that is marketed in this
State today. If we could put oysters on
the table at a suitable price, we would
have a luerative industry which would
stimulate the finances of the State by
the mere fact that we would not be im-
porting that commodity from another
State. In other words, we would be cre-
ating employment and not importing un-
employment, which we are doing today.
Therefore I would ask the Minister for
Industrial Development, in the absence
of the Minister for Fisheries, to give this
matter earnest thought. If detailed in-
formation from the oyster farms in Port
Macquarie, New South Wales, is required,
I am quite prepared to assist wherever
I can and do anything to have this par-
ticular industry established in Waestern
Australia.

The other note I strike is one of
warning. I concerns the fishing industry;
and I hope the Minister for Industrial
Development will take heed of what I
have to say. I refer to the whaling in-
dustry. We have heard much recently
shout the desire and anxiety of the Nor-
West Whaling Company to establish a
whaling industry in Cockburn Sound. Ii
seems rather odd to me that this com-
pany should have been given any encour-
agement whatsoever to establish an in-
dustry to the defriment of another that
is already established in the sperm whal-
ing fleld. .

It has been suggested that the Nor-West
Whaling Company be established by de-
pleting the quota of the Cheyne Reach
Whaling Company and giving it to the
former company. We have an industry
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that has carried out the research required
to establish itself; and it has gone through
the financial trials, tribulations, and
troubles that go with it. However, that
company will now have its quota re-
duced. For what reason? No additional
benefits will accrue to the State. If
one goes into the position one finds that
the whaling industry in Albany is prob-
ably the oldest industry in the State, be-
cause whaling was carried out there many
generations ago by the Prench and the
Norwegians. Therefore, because of its
early foundation and the fact that it has
conducted research into sperm whaling,
that company should be retained.

There are protests right and left in
regard to sharks; and they will grow.
When five whales have been tied to the
mooring buoys I have seen the ravage
of the sharks when they have attacked a
whale, not from underneath, hut by sliding
over the side of a whale and virtually
tearing out chunks 4 feet to 5 feet wide.
Therefore, do not be focoled into thinking
that sharks will not attack the whales,
even if they are slipped on to a lighter,
as they usually are. I would hate to
pull a whale on to a harge or lighter.

Mr. Oldfield: How many sharks are
attracted to the swimming beaches as a
result of the whaling station?

Mr. HALL: They are not attracted to
the swimming beaches, bhut to where the
offal and effluent is discharged. ‘This
applies to herring as well, They could
be caught by the ton; and the only reason
they are not is that the herrings are com-
pletely soaked with whale oil and they
are not edible unless they are bled quickly.
Sharks are attracted to the particular
area of discharge, and there is no doubt
about it that they will always be attracted
to an area where this industry is estab-
lished.

I do not want, the decentralised industry
that is already established to be discour-
aged by a pandering to the whims of cen-
tralised interests in order to establish a
similar industry in a centralised area. The
present company is doing a good job and it
has spent a tremendous amount of money
in its establishment, the purchase of plant,
and the purchase of additional whalers.
In addition, it has purchased aircraft for
spotting purposes. It is obvious that it
will be some years before that company.
will recover the money it has spent. I
can well remember the days when this
firm was really battling and I had to ap-
proach the then Minister for Works and
Electricity (The Hon, J, T. Tonkin) and
the Minister for Fisheries—

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. W, A
Manning): Order! The honourable mem-
ber’s time will expire in five minutes.

Mr. BALL: I am sorry I cannot cover all
the ground that I would wish. However,
I would mention that, through the estab-
lishment of the high power tension main
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by the Minister for Electricity and the
establishment of a black road, the in-
dustry became successful, and since that
time it has become even more successful.
It has been a great contributor to the
economic strength of this State.

I now wish to speak on tourism. Mem-
bers of the Australian Labor Party recently
visited Albany and saw its beautification
and advantages in the field of tfourism,
which have hardly been touched and are
virtually unexplored. I say without fear
of contradiction that tourism can be and
should be pushed forward in that area as
it would be to the advantage of the State
as a whole.

I also raised a matter concerning the
coastal shipping service last session with
the Minister for the North-West. Some
good has come out of it, although not on
the actual lines suggested by me. It was
seen that there would be advantages in
the establishment of a coastal service going
around the north to the Eastern States
and then returning and calling at the
southern ports of Western Australia.
Without a doubt it is proving a great baon
to the outports and to tourism. I would
also say that it is a great boost to the
State Shipping Service, Previously Eastern
States tourists were travelling on ships
owned by other shipping companies, but
now we have been able f{o enier that
particular field and are able to attract
those tourists.

I would ask the Minister for the North-
West to consider another proposal which
would be advantageous for our tourist
trade. The shipping service could be
brought around from Fremantle to the
southern ports where inward freight could
be unloaded and outward freight collected.
Then at Esperance the ships could pick up
tourists who had come by tourist coach
through the country towns or around the
coast. This would have a two-fold advant-
age: the tourist would make a delightful
trip through the country, and at the same
time freight could he handled, thus stimu-
lating shipping. Therefore this would be
a great service to the tourists and a great
advantage to the zones concerned,

Only recently tourists coming back from
the Eastern States on a State ship passed
the remark that they would have liked to
g0 on a country tour when they disem-
barked at Albany for the day. Therefore
it is obvious that we have another fleld
of tourism to exploit to the advantage of
Western Australia which would at the
same time boost our State Shipping
Service.

The ACTING SPEAEKER (Mr. W. A.
Manning): Order! The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.
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Extension of Time

Mr. OLDFIELD: I move-—

That the honourable member's time
be extended.

Motion (extension of time) put and
passed.
Debate (on Address-in-Reply motion)

Resumed

Mr. HALL: I thank the House for the
undoubted privilege of continuing my re-
marks, but will not weary members a
great deal longer. The other point I would
like to stress now is the industrial develop-
ment in our particular zone. I must pay a
compliment here in regard to the industrial
seminar. While I have the opportunity,
I would like to mention, in reply to the
Deputy Premier, that I had no invitation
to attend the industrial seminar; other-
wise I certainly would have been there,
because I believe every good can come out
of discussion and the bringing of people
into an area. ‘This is particularly so if
those people have never made a previous
visit. They carry away a good impression,
and the business people gain a favourable
impression and impact from such visits.
This is especlally so if such visitors have
travelled abroad.

The matter on which I wish to dwell
mainly is one that is perhaps a hobby-
horse of mine; and that is the establish-
ment in Albany of a wool-scouring works
and its complementary industry, fell-
mongering. 1t is anticipated that this
year, because of the prolific growth of the
sheep population, the wool yield will exceed
over 200,000 bales in the Albany agricul-
tural area. It will not cease there, either,
because as we are developing our land, so
our sheep population is increasing im-
mensely.

When it is realised that there are four
scouring works operating in the metro-
politan area, it is only reascnable to
assume that we should be able to carry a
scouring works and its complementary
industry in a decentralised area, especially
when that area is in the heart of the
district in which the commodity is pro-
duced. Tt is only sound reasoning to assume
that it is more practical, and common-
sense, and cheaper to purchase and pro-
cess the wool where it is actually produced.

We are in the position of having good
roads servicing an area in which the
agricultural development is tremendous;
and we can now see the light, as the Min-
ister for Industrial Development has said,
and are able to stimulate industry into
the internal structure of Western Australia.
I can agree with him very strongly on the
point that unless we do stimulate industry
internally and use these commodities, we
are virtually exporting our unemployment,
We must be able to create industrial
strength internally so that in times of
hostilities we have machinery we can put
into operation.
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Although we are today riding on the
back of the primary producer, we have to
look seriously at the overall position and
establish industries in our internal struc-
ture and thereby create employment in
the areas, particularly in decentralised
areas, to the advantage of the areas con-
cerned, the equity of the zones, and that
of the State as a whole.

I would ask the Minister for Industrial
Development to give that one serjous
thought., I am led to believe, as the
whispering campaign has indicated, that
land has been purchased by a company
with the object of establishing a wool-
scouring works at Albany. 1 believe 1
have given the Minister the clue tonight
to three industries that could be created.
The first one is the cultivation of oyster
farming; the second, the wool-scouring
works; and the third, the fellmongering
works. The fellmongering works will come
inte their own with the establishment of
the small abattoirs which I feel sure will
spring up adjacent to the railway line.
These will be established for the slaughter-
ing, agisting, and the treating of by-
products for despatch to the metropolitan
area in the chilled freight trucks we hope
the railways will be able to supply. These
small abattoirs are contemplated not only
in Albany but also in Geraldton, which is
toving with the idea. Collie is on the move,
and also Bunbury; and Albany, for sure,
will be in that particular field. In that
way livestock will not have to bhe carried
over long distances to the Midland Junc-
tion saleyards and slaughterhouse.

Fellmongering is 2 complementary indus-
try in the treatment of pelts, and also
hides; and it is an industry which could
be built and assisted with the movement
that will take place in the decentralised
areas. In this way the zones will gain
their full equity from the development
which takes place.

The other point on which I wish to
touch is, I would say, a very delicate sub-
ject and is one in regard to which I will
ask questions of the Chief Secretary to-
morrow. It refers to the control he has
over censorship. Judging by the replies
he gave today to another member, I am
able to gauge the reply I will receive to-
morrow. It appears the Chief Secretary
has very little control! over censorship
when the Commonwealth is the controlling
body.

Another matter I should like to touch
upon is sex sense and censorship. When
we see the revealing figures of illegitimacy,
the incidence of venereal disease, and the
number of sex charges, I think we have to
give some thought to why these things oc-
cur. Illegitimacy seems to be occurring
among the younger sections of our com-
munity.

Mr. Rowberry. We should have mind
censorship: it is all in the mind.
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Mr. HALL: The member for Warren says
that we should censor people’s minds, If
weo look at literature, at films, and at some
of our TV shows, we can easily see how
the mind could be stimulated and these
asctions occur. Historians have continually
warned us of the necessity for adjusting
our thoughts and ways of living,

Mr. Rowberry: That's right! Adjust your
minds!

Mr. HALL: History tells us that the
Roman Empire fell, as did the Grecian
Fmpire, and the Polynesian Empire.

Mr. Rowherry: The Roman Empire was
based on slavery; that's why.

Mr. HALL: They all fell; and not, as
the member for Warren sald, through
slavery. Sport predominated; vice ran
riot; and morals were corrupted. I think,
when 1 see these revealing statistical fig-
ures, that we are heading for the last
roundup.

It is time we gave serious thought to the
problem. People are becoming alarmed
about these rising figures—these very re-
vealing statistics. They demonstrate the
type of literature that is being circulated:
and the people concerned are glamorising
the literature, s much so that we are
now petting topless and bottomless bathers.
‘Without elaborating too much on this sub-
ject, I think it is time we took stock of
ourselves in the matter of sex sense and
censorship.

Another point that I should like to make
concerns the resiting of the railway station
at Albany. I have raised this matter before
by way of question. In a sweeping state-
ment, the Minister for Railways said that
something was being done about it. I hope
something is. As the city grows—I name
it a city before it has been made one, to
make sure that I have impressed upon
the Government the fact that it should
be a city—the resiting of the railway sta-
tion should be in keeping with the progress
and development of the area. One of our
major needs is the broadening of our
marshalling yards.

Mr. W. Hegney: I thought you were go-
ing to say the broadening of our minds.

Mr. HALL: With the heavy trucks that
are now coming into the city, and with
the extensive development of the area,
there is congestion on many occasions dur-
ing the height of the grain season. This
is not only dangerous to workers and op-
erators, but it means bad handling. Shunt-
ing has often to be done unnecessarily in
order to alleviate the congestion in the
railway yards.

Another aspect is the necessity to win
back to the railways some of the passenger
trafic which the department has lost.
Fares have been Increased, the overall ef-
fect being that if one has a ear one would
prefer to use it rather than the public
transport system—and here I name the
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railways and bus services. There has been,
at the same time, an alarming increase in
the death and accident toll on the roads.
If we were able to induce people to use the
public transport services, particularly in
suburban areas and for overnight travel,
we would neutralise a proportion of the
road traffic. Perhaps a larger proportion
of the public would accept this means of
transport, and those who travelled on the
railways would be in the hands of skilled
operators, which would mean a greater
degree of safety.

If there were a reduction in fares, there
might he a reduction in the death rate.
In the overall picture there would be a
neutralising effect, because there would be
greater inducement to people to travel on
the railways, and there could be 8 lessen-
ing in the road toll. Car parks should be
provided in suburban areas, and the trains
might then be fillled to capacity and used
to a larger extent.

We should endeavour to provide, in the
the off-seasons, weekend excursion fares.
Any person who could prove that he was
proceeding on holiday—perhaps by pro-
ducing a certificate from his employer—
should be given concession fares from the
railways. People would then be more in-
clined to use the railways. The railways
would not be operating at peak capacity,
but we would be reaching somewhere near
the peak. It might be advisable to have
staggered holidays, although there would
be some repercussions as a result of this
suggestion. Some industries wouwld be in
favour of this, and others would not.
People might be induced to travel during
slack periods.

I also believe there should be controlied
serving of liquor in raflway buffets, similar
to the privilege enjoyed in aircraft travel.
I do not mean there should be orgles of
drinking, but I believe that controlled
drinking, similar to that which exists on
aircraft, would provide a stimulus to rail-
way travel. It would encourage people to
travel on the railways.

Those are points that should be looked
at. I think the Minister is broadminded
enough to look at most of the suggestions
with a view to determining whether or not
they are practicable. They have been
based on the fact that T use this mode of
travel considerably, and I am aware of
the feelings of people in my electorate.

I will conclude by saying that I am sorry
the member for Maylands is not in his
gseat. He asked me about the establish-
ment of a second city and a second State.
The establishment of a second State is
the most controversial issue that has been
ralsed for some considerable time, It has
bheen publicised by broadcasts, by articles
in the Press, and by meetings in the State.
The movement originated during a period
of dormancy that existed in the southern
portion of the State in about the year
1833, when the population was static
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at about 4,000. Today the population of
Albany is about 14,000, and the people
feel they have been neglected.

Last financial year, apart from sewerage
and water development, which was only
in keeping with the development of the
town and would have had to be done any-
way, the Public Works Department’s pro-
gramme in the town consistec of the ex-
penditure of a sum of £4,000 on harbour
work, So is it any wonder that we get
the feeling that the people want to
secede?

But that is not the whole of it. We
have to realise that Western Australia is
a gigantic area and there must be some
line of demarcation for the establishment
of a new State. I would suggest that a
new State would not be formed for 15 or 20
yvears, because many difficulties have to
be overcome. However, there is no reason
why a commissioner could net be ap-
pointed to go into the matter and decide
on some line of demarcation which would
be acceptable to the State as a whole, and
to the people vitally concerned with it.
It will take place.

Mr., Rowherry:
Prime Minister?

Mr. HALL: They have asked me if I
will be, but I think I will be too old by
that time! If we look at the figures we
find that in the Albany agricultural zone
at the moment there are 45,000 to 50.000
people; and when South Australia seceded
its population was something like 6€0,000.
S0 it is not unreascnable on the part of
the people concerned to think about these
matters. They have thought about them
to the degree that an organisation has
been formed and members have probably
seen an article in The Sunday Times to
the effect that the Prime Minister intends
to give the members of the organisation
a hearing,

Some people ask: What is the attitude
of the political parties in regard to this
matter? Research shows that the leader
of the Labor Party, Mr. Arthur Calwell,
is in favour of the establishment of more
States. He has openly stated that in the
Press and also by means of telecasts. Re-
search also shows that the Country Party,
at least in the Eastern States, is not op-
posed to the secession of States. The
Liberal Party is a little more conservative.
It believes in stronger regional councils
and the spreading of local government
activities.

Mr. J. Hegney: They are more to the
right.

Mr. HALL: Yes, something afier that
style. However, we have to face up to the
fact—and I think the Minister for the
North-West would agree with this—that
the north-west is a tremendous problem
and one that has to he faced by the people
cf Ausiralia as a whole. The security
of Australla depends upon the develop-
ment of the north-west snd therefore I

ny
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do not believe that that development
should take place to the detriment of other
portions of this State. I believe we should
all weigh in to help that development but
that the lion’s share of the cost should
be met by the Commonwealth; because
it is really a matter of defence and is of
benefit to the Commonwealth as a whole.

I suggest to the Government that it
give serious thought to the possibility of
a second State being established at some
particular time, and that a commissioner
be appointed to investigate the position
with a view to suggesting a line of de-
mareation. I think that would be the
starting point. The second matter that
would have to he investizated would be
the question of amending Federal legisla-
tion so that the constitutional problems
could he overcome. At present one dis-
senting State can disqualify any seces-
sion movement. Therefore, this is a mat-
ter which has to be looked at both from
a Commonwealth and a State point of
view,

We all know the weaknesses involved,
A referendum would have to be held in
the affected area; and in order to get a
bhalance I think it would be necessary to
take in a part of the goldfields as well as
a part of the south-west, or the southern
portion of the State. However, I leave
that thought with members. It is only
a thought, but I would strike a note of
warning that within 15 to 20 years there
will be a direct and vigorous move to
gec;.'de from the State of Western Aus-
ralia,

MR, FLETCHER (Fremantle) [857
pm.l: The Address-in-Reply debate
offers members an opportunity to cover a
wide range of subjects, both Federal and
State. The member for Albany has cer-
tainly done that in no uncertain manner.
Everyone in every industry and avocation
has certainly been well taken care of in
his speech tonight; and there is no doubt
that Albany is well represented.

My first subject this evening is the
Government’s affront to Fremantle in the
job that has been done on the northern
approach to the Fremantle railway bridee.
The approach is unsightly, unpopular, and
unbecoming; and it is very poor in com-
parison with the Narrows Bridge, which
was g Labor Government structure. The
Narrows Bridge is admired by our own
people and overseas visitors to this State.
It cannot be compared with the ugly struc-
ture that this Government has inflicted
upon my electorate and the Government's
attitude is interpreted in my ares as being
one which says, “Anything is good enocugh
for Fremantle."”

Mr, Court: That is not so. What about
the lovely terminal you have? Does that
look as though we accept the philosophy
that anything is good enough?
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Mr. FLETCHER.: That is offset by the
ugly structure that the Government has
created in North Fremantle. In addition,
I am asked what I am doing about it.

Mr. Hart: Well, what are you?

Mr. FLETCHER: People confuse Gov-
ernment with Parliament, Because one is
a member of Parliament they seem to
think that one has some power to upset
the attitude of the Government. We have
had recent illustrations of how impossible
that is. Our arguments are put forward
in this House hut we are defeated in the
vote. All my powers of persuasion and the
aggressive attitude I show in this House
are pushed aside by this Government's
ruthless majority of one, As I have
already said, we had an example of that
last night.

To counter the interjection by the Min-
ister for Industrial Development, I submit
in argument that if the Government was
holding the Fremantle seat with a narrow
margin nothing would be too good for the
district. However, as I say, we have this
unsightly approach to the rail bridge
inflicted upon us. The North Fremanfle
residents can no longer enjoy a view of the
harbour which they previously could enjoy,
and the East Fremantle residents have had
this obstruction placed right in the fore-
ground of a view of the harbour and the
sea beyond, which previously was uninter-
rupted.

Mr. Court: Where would you pui the
bridge?

Mr. FLETCHER : I will come to that
presently.

Mr. Court: The bridge has to be placed
somewhere.

Mr. FLETCHER: Property values, par-
ticularly expensive homes in the East
Fremantle district, will decline as a con-
sequence. The occupants of those homes
took up residence in East Fremantle in
good faith and were quite happy in the
area they had selected. However, this
Government has made them completely
unhappy as a consequence of the structure
it has created. Fremantle c¢ity councillers,
East Fremantle town councillors and resi-
dents are really upset over the matter, and
the previous distinguished mayor, Mr.
W, Wauhop, took strong exception tfo it.
His Worship the present mayor, Mr. Vic
Dlrich, also takes exception to it; and I
gave an undertaking that, at the first
opportunity, I would express the thoughts
of the East Fremantle and the North
Fremantle residents on this structure, and
also that I would express my own attitude
towards it.

Mr, Court: Would it be a surprise to you
to know that that bridee is basically the
same as the one proposed by your Gov-
ernment?

Mr. FLETCHER: The Minister says it
is basically the same, but I know to the
contrary.
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Mr, Court: You de not know!

Mr, FLETCHER: Traffic crossing the
road bridge is confronted with this un-
sightly object. As the mayor of Fremantle
so frequently mentions, Fremantle is the
gateway to Australia, but this approach to
the rail bridge has created a bad impres-
sion not only in the minds of the local
residents but also in the minds of over-
seas visitors. The Minister interjected by
asking what would be the alternative. I
suggest the alternative could be the con-
struction of ferro-concrete pylons to carry
the rail; or, alternatively, fabrlcated steel
pylons., However, the Minister will prob-
ably say that that would be much more
expensive. The Minister says that the
Governmen{ has spent the difference be-
tween the cost of a ferro-concrete or
{?bricated steel structure in other direc-

ons.

The Fremantle people justifiably ask:
Why should this be done at the expense
of Fremantle? However, hefore the Min-
ister interjects again, I will get on to the
Governor's Speech.

Mr. Court: Are you going to tell us
why this bridge is different from that
which your Government proposed?

Mr. FLETCHER: No, not just now; I
will tell the Minister later.

Mr. Court: We will wait until we get
to the Estimates; you can tell us then.

Mr. Rowberry: Den't make any sweep-
ing statements!

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman):
One at a time!

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not know whether
the Governor sights his speech prior to
his reading it at the opening of Parlia-
ment. I mention this matter with some
temerity because some members on the
Government side may interject and say
that His Excellency does have an oppor-
tunity to look at the Speech prior to his
reading it at the opening of Parliament.
However, I did@ notice that the Governoy
—a8 s only natural when one tries to
pronounce some of our native place names
—had some difficulty in proncuncing the
name of the town of Gnowangerup. Any-
one coming to this State from overseas
with a background such as that of the
Governor naturally would have difficuity,
when confronted with such a word, In
pronouncing it.

Unfortunately, soon after, His Excellency
encountered the word “chiropractors”
which, of course, is not an everyday word.
Touching on the matter briefly, I would
suggest to the Government that, if the
Governor did not see his Speech prior to
reading it, he should be given that courtesy
and opportunity in future, and thus be
saved any similar embarrassment.

1 natice that In the Governor's Speech
there is no reference to workers' compen-
sation. I also heard the Premier interject
in this House that the Act will be amended.

Order!
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I believe there was some reference in the
Press to an amendment of the Act, but
I would suggest to the Premier that if
he does not do something about amend-
ing the Workers’ Compensation Act this
session it will be his iast opportunity for
many years! Ever since I have been
here 1 have taken the Minister and the
Government to task for the paltry treat-
ment that is meted out fo trade unionists
by the lack of adequate benefits paid to
injured workers under the provisions of
the Workers’ Compensation Act.

I have here a letter dealing with
workers’ compensation as it affects miners.
This correspondence arises in conseguence
of a person residing within my electorate
suffering from minetr’s phthisis. 1 wrote
to The Hon. E. M. Heenan, ML.C., be-
cause I felt that although I was giving
the right information to my constituent
the written word would be more convinc-
ing. The reply I received from The Hon.
E. M. Heenan, ML.C,, is as follows:—

H. A. Fletcher Esq., MLA.
Parliament House,
Perth.

_re Taglinferrl—Sillcosis

Your letter of the 13th inst. with
enclosure—which I am returning—is
to hand.

This case is typlcal of many which
have come under my notice over the
years and if you care to look up
Hansard and read my remarks—and
those of other goldflelds members on
the subject—in recent years, you will
appreciafe that we of the Labor Party
have done our utmost to remedy the
injustice. As a matter of fact it was
directly due to a motion moved by me
and carried in the Council that the
3 years limitation for making clatms
was deleted from the Workers' Com-
pensatton Act. I forget the exact date
off-hand but it was within the last
2-3 years. Unfortunately we could
not get the deletlon made retrospective
to apply to such claims as this one.
However, all miners are now protected
and if after leaving the mines they
develop silicosis in years to come they
will be able to get compensation.

There is still hope that as a result
of the recent committee's report on
silicosis something may be achieved
but as yet the report has not been
made public. Here again it was as a
result of our efforts that thls com-
mittee was appeinted and I and other
goldfields members gave evidence be-
fore it. Trusting the above outline
will assist.

Yours sincerely,
(Sgd.) Eric Heenan.

I know the appropriate Minister is not
taking the slightest notice of what I have
been reading, so I will explain it.

Mr. Cornell: Read it again.
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Mr. FLETCHER: No, I will not read it
again, but I will explain the meaning of
the letter; I will hovrilise it, as it were.

Mr. Burt: Bull!

Mr. FLETCHER.: It is not bull, as the
member for Murchison well knows, because
he represents an electorate where this
applies, The letter means that those
found dusted since the Heenan Labor
amendment was carried can now claim
any number of years subsequent to that
amendment; for which many miners can
thank the Labor member mentioned. It
alse means, however, that these people
cannot claim for any dusting that might
have taken place hefore the amendment
was carried.

I have written a few notes at the bottom
of this letter one of which says, “We shall
see what we can do with the Government's
announced workers’ compensation amend-
ments this session’”; that is, in 1964.

Mr. Burt: This Government introduced
the amendment.

Mr. FLETCHER.: It will be interesting
for the honourable member to know that
Mr. Heenan raised it in another place.
Other goldfields members here are also
aware of that fact.

The point I am attempting to make is
that it is unfair that a person who con-
tracted this awful disease, say 10 years
ago, and who was not aware of the fact
until now, is not entitled to any benefit.
So I give notice that if this is not altered
as a result of the amendments the Gov-
ernment proposes to the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act, the House will hear more
about it from the member for Mt.
Hawthorn, the member for Fremantle, and
other members on this side of the House.
We want to ensure that the amendment
will provide that everybody who has
worked in a mine and subsequently finds
that he has silicosis, is entitled to the
henefits of the Act. Any person who has
worked in a mine would have prima facie
evidence that that is where he contracted
the disease.

Mr. Burt: That occurs now.

Mr. FLETCHER.: I do not want to read
the letter again; but even those who were
dusted and subsequently found themselves
to be dusted were not entitled to the bene-
fit of the Act. Now, however, as a result
of the amendment to which I have just re-
ferred, they are entitled to such benefit.
At the same time those who were dusted
prior to the amendment are not entitled.

Mr. Buri:; They did not claim prior to
the amendment.

Mr. FLETCHER: 1 would now like to
refer to the matter of iron ore exports.
The Governor's Speech mentions this sub-
ject as follows:—

The State’s mineral resources continue
to attract wide interest.
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I would be surprised if they did not,
particularly with the amount of publicity
the Press gives in creating the impression
that it is all attributable to this Govern-
ment, and that the iron ore reserves did
not exist prior to this Government coming
into office. That is the impression that is
encouraged in the public mind through
the medium of Press propaganda.

I noticed the other day that the anly
export we have had to date has been one
plane load of samples that left here for
America with a view to their being evalu-
ated for iron content, and, no doubt, for
possible treatment potential. I will, how-
ever, be very pleased to see exports of iron
ore from Western Australia irrespective of
which Government is in office. I am con-
cerned, nevertheless, that propaganda is
used for the purpose of creating the im-
pression that the present Government has
achieved wonderful things in relation to
the exploitation of iron ore from this State
to the advantage of Western Australia and
its citizens. I also, unfortunately, noticed
in The West Australinn of the 12th Aug-
ust, 1964, the fcllowing:—

Communist China has joined the
queue—of which Australia is already
an impatient member—of countries
eager to supply raw materials to the
booming Japanese iron and steel in-
dustry.

This year, Japan imported 50,000
tons of iron ore from China.

It was a sample, and the sample
was, not unexpectedly, high-grade ore.

China now wants Japan to buy
1,000,000 tons of ore néxt year, with
the likelihood of even bigger sales be-
ing sought in subsequent years.

The Japanese steel corporations are
willing enough, because China is geo-
graphically the closest of its present
and potential ore suppliers.

That is the sort of thing that causes me
concern. I am concerned at the fact that
China 1s so close to Japan, and with
labour costs being so much lower there
than they are in Western Australia, I am
afraid we might miss cut. The proximity
of a potential Chinese source of iron ore
supply should cause us in Western Aus-
tralia a great deal of concern.

Another point mentioned in His Excel-
lency's Speech is that in keeping with
the upsurge in development the encour-
agement of immigration will be strength-
ened by State group nominations covering
a variety of trades. I have endeavoured
to elicit from the Government what effect
this migration will have on the housing
position. I had two questions on the
notice paper but both of them have been
very carefully evaded. Today I asked—

Further to his reply “that those
nominating shall be responsible for
housing and employment of such
migrants,” does this imply that if an
employer nominates a number of
migrants a number of State Housing
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Commission houses will be made
available to house them; and, if so,
will this not increase the figures and
waiting periods mentioned in the
reply to question No. 3, Nolices and
Orders of the Day, of the 5th August,
19647

I asked the guestion deliberately because
irrespective of what the Minister has said
I do know it does aggravate the situation.

Housing is one of our worst problems
in the Fremantle area, particularly as it
retates to requests from our constituents.
Many of our people unfortunately have
had to wait two or three years for State
heusing accommodation, but soon after
migrants arrive they are given a house at
the expense of our own people. I deplore
that attitude, because it causes ill feeling
between the new arrivals and our own
people who happen to be on the waiting
list; and it is necessary for the member
for Fremantle to start making excuses
concerning the Government’s policy in
this respect.

There was a8 committee on housing set
up as a consequence of the arrivals due
to the Lonnie Mission. Mr. Darling of
the Employers Federation is on that com-
mittee, as is a Mr. Fletcher. I would
point out that he is no relation to the
member for FPremantle. I know these two
gentlemen are on the committee, because
their names are made known to me by
migrants who arrive in this State. They
point out that they tried through this
medium and were successful in obtaining
houses. ‘They obtained these houses be-
fore applicants of long standing; appli-
cants resident in Western Australia, In
reply to my question, which I read out
earlier, the Minister said, “No.” The
Minister is wrong; because houses are
allocated to new arrivals, and our own
residents in Western Australia have a
longer waiting period as a consequence.
This causes ill will and dissatisfaction be-
tween the new arrivals and those who
have been here a long time.

My, J. Hegney: Those who come into
my electorate go straight into new homes.

Mr. FLETCHER: At first the migrants
are sent to Point Walter; but, soon after,
they are allocated houses. Some of the
migrants arrive here and live in the homes
of their nominees, but incompatibility
scon occurs as a result of two families
living under the one roof. In such cir-
cumstances an inspector from the State
Housing Commission is called in, and
he reports on these cases of where
emergency accommeodation should be pro-
vided bhecause too many people are
living under one roof. The local resident,
however, remains on the waiting list for
houses for two, to 24 years! 1 mention
this matter, not necessarily as a criticism
of the Government, but as the factual
position.
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I know it is of no concern to the Govern-
ment, and it will continue to bring
migrants from overseas, ostensibly to help
Western Australia; but I have reservations
of the extent of such help. We can put
the money which is spent on bringing
migrants to this State to mueh better use
in assisting to provide houses for local
residents, and in enabling them to rear
families.

On that theme, in The West Australian
of the 5th March, 1964, the following re-
port appeared:—

Flying Migrants Cost Australians
s
Glasgow docker William McMillan
and his family of nine have left on
a 12,000-mile flight as guests of the
Ausfralian taxpayers.

Cost to Mr. McMillan: £25; cost to
the Australinn Government: £3,750.
The McMillans are immigrants. They
decided last year to make a new start
in Australia but ran into problems.

This expenditure of £3,750 has been re-
peated on many occasions as a result of
importing migrants from overseas. Such
expenditure could be used to assist our
own people to purchase homes. In secur-
ing homes for young couples we would
encourage them ¢o rear natural-born
Australians, and there would be no neces-
sity to have expensive importations from
overseas. Surely the reasonableness of
this argument should appeal to those
members opposite who are listening.

On the other hand, we find this un-
fortunate situation: Young married
couples—both husband and wife—have to
work if they wish to acquire their own
home. This matter is referred to in an
article which appeared in The West Aus-
tralian of the 28th April, 1964, under the
heading, “Buying A Home: Some Of The
Problems.” I commend members to read
this article. If they do they will be struck
with the reasonableness of my argument.
% is very wrong that the people of this
State should experience difficulties in
securing homes, while thousands of pounds
are spent to import new citizens. The
article goes on to state—

The day may come when Perth
fathers, after telling their sons the
routine facts of life, will end their
homilies with this advice:

‘“Above all, my boy, marry a
girl with a good job and make
sure she doesn’t give it up after
the wedding.”

We know why the average young bride is

compelied to leave her employment! The
article continues—
This makes sense in W.A. in the

1960s because many lending and
building authorities believe the work-
ing wife is the main hope hundreds
of families have of buying their own
home. It is especially true of the
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State's “new poor'" in the housing field
—the young family with only one
breadwinner earning from £25 to £35
a week,

I submit that the number of people earn-
ing a salary of between £25 to £35 a week
is not very great, It poes on—

These people do hot qualify for a
State Housing Commission home, they
are too young to have qualified for a
War Service loan and their present
earnings make it difficult to pay rent
and save for the house they feel will
be in keeping with their status and
income 10 or 15 years hence, when
they will have reached the peak of
their earning ability.

I adopted that line of reasoning last even-
ing, but there were sinister sneers by
members opposite, who claimed that I was
painting a gloomy picture. Yet what I
pointed out is referred to in this article. So
I was not so far off the beam. The article
continues—

While the working wife is often the
mainstay of this income-class eco-
nomy, it is still possible for a couple
to get a house on the one wage.

But a man paying moderate rent—
about £6 a week on Perth standards—
with one or two smail children, faces
vears of struggle before he can save
the necessary deposit.

By the time he raises this sum he
could find, as hundreds have done al-
ready, that his extra commitments and
the rising cost of land and building
have turned his dream home into =z
millstone round his neck.

This newspaper article then deals with
private builders. These peaple are reap-
ing a harvest from the plight of those who
are seeking homes, because there is no
control over the price which builders can
charge. As a consequence, Cur economy
has deterjiorated. Those who have articles,
goods, and services to offer, charge prices
which the suppliers think the people can
stand. Even if all families cannot afford
the cost, there are families with working
wives which can afford the cost, s¢ the
price is fixed as high as possible. As
a result, families consisting of young
mothers with young children—and these
mothers cannot work—suffer, because the
prices are infiated. The unscrupulous
speculators assume the public can afford
to pay, and they work on the as-
sumption that all wives are working and
that the economy of the home can afford
the prices which they impose.

I refer to another report which appeared
in The West Australiar of the 18th March,
1964, under the heading, “Contract Rates
For Aged Pair. It states—

A newly-wed English couple, aged 83
and 78, had been flown to Australia as
migrants on a chartered plane at nor-
mal contract rates, Immigration Min-
ister Opperman said today.
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There is little prospect of people of that
age contributing children to Australia. I
contend the finance used in bringing those
people here could be used to considerable
advantage in assisting young Australian
couples to establish their homes.

Another matter mentioned in the Speech
of His Excellency the Governor dealt with
the development in this State. It states—

In keeping with this upsurge in de-
velopment, the encouragement of im-
migration will be strengthened by
State group nominations covering a
variety of trades.

I read that paragraph earlier; and I
believe the argument I submitted in con-
necticn with it was justified criticism of
the Government, particularly in regard to
housing.

Another paragraph in the Governor's
Speech reads as follows:.—

The value of fish caught last year
rose to the record figure of £5,377,000.
Earnings from the export of crayfish
exceeded 11,000,000 dollars. Research
programmes in crayfish and prawns
have been intensified to assist in the
assessment of stocks. A new fisheries
patrol vessel will be constructed this
year.

When I noticed the figures quoted in that
paragraph I was immediately reminded of
a letter I wrote to the Minister for Works,
who has left the Chamber, as he is no doubt
unimpressed by the argument I am sub-
mittinz in connection with his portfolio.
I approached his department as a result
of having received the following letter
from an industry that is within my
electorate:—

Fremantle Fishermen's Co-operative
Society Limited
Marine Terrace, Fremantle,
W. Aust.
March, 5, 1964.

In the past few years new crayfish-
ing centres have been opened up along
the coast south of Jurien Bay. Fraom
two of these, Cervantes and Green
Islet, the crayfish are taken by truck
to our processing plant at Jurien Bay.

There is, however, one major draw-
back, to this otherwise convenient
arrangement. The road between Green
Islet, Cervantes and Jurien Bay is
very unsatisfactory. There are only
the tracks which have been made over
the last few years by vehicles travel-
ling this route.

Our Crayfish Processing plant and
Jetty at Jurien Bay was built at a
cost of approximately £100,000. We
are to build a Receiving Depot and
Jetty at Cervantes worth approxi-
mately £12,000. Another cne is in-
tended for Green Islet at the same
cost. The maintenance alone, of 5§ new
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vehicles during the last two seasons
has cost the Society approximately
£12,000. The upkeep of these trucks
has been so high because of the bad
roads. So bad in fact, that the trucks
have at times been bogged in spite
of them all being 4-wheel drive
vehicles. We intend to purchase
another new truck valued at £5,000,
but do these tracks which exist,
warrant it?

The road between Green Islet,
Cervantes and Jurien Bay is only
about 30 miles, and we are not asking
for a bituminised roadway, but a good
gravel one. This will cut down on
the wear and tear of good vehicles
(which have depreciated greatly) and
also assure us of live crayfish, so as
to puarantee an excellent guality for
export product.

I would point out to the House that this
is a carbon copy and is difficult to read.
To continue—

I think you will agree, that we are
more than justified in approaching
you, as our M.IL.A, with this request
for improvements to be made on this
route. We also feel that you will
understand the urgency of this matter
and attend to it with haste.

Yours faithfully,
Fremantle Fishermen’s
Co-operative Society Limited,
(Sgd.y J. Minervini

Arising out of that letter I wrote to the
Minister for Works on the 15th March,
as follows:—

Please find attached a copy of a
letter from the Fremantle Fishermen’s
Co-operative Society Ltd., requesting
my co-operation in obtaining improve-
ments in roads used by the Society in
Cervantes-Jurien Bay area.

i am pleased to comply, and do ask
that urgent attention be given to this
request, pointing out that the Head-
quarters of this propressive Industry
is within my electorate, and as a con-
sequence, I have personal knowledge
from those engaged of the problems
involved, from catching to export.

Having in mind the present large
capital outlay in plant, and the further
amounts intended—the econtribution
to State and Federal economy—the
resultant acquisition of hard currency
—the employment created—the per-
centage loss of cray catch during
motor transport on almost impossible
roads—the damage to expensive
vehicles and other factors, I do ask
that priority be given to the earliest
possible establishment of suitable
roads in the localities mentioned in
the attached.



[Wednesday, 12 August, 1964.]

In short, I would suggest that, just
as farmers and other pastoralists
need consideration in transport, then
so do those engaged in the Fishing
Branch of Primary Industry.

In anticipation of an early and
favourable reply.

My purpose in reading that letter to the
House is to expedite my case on behalf of
the Fremantle Fishermen’s Co-operative
to obtain assistance and put extra pressure
on the Minister, because I believe that is
necessary.

I wrote to the Minister for Fisheries
attaching a copy of that letter; and I also
sent a copy te the Minister for Education
(Mr. Lewis) who is the State member for
the area; and one to the Federal member
for the area, asking them to use their best
endeavours with the appropriate Minister.
I received a letter back from the Minister
for Fisheries which says, in part—

I would like you to know that I will
join with you in adding my represen-
tations to the Minister for Works for
improved road communications in this
region.

I had the courtesy of & letter back from
the State member whom I previously men-
tioned, which said in part—

While not being optimistic over the
prospects of improving the road, you
will note that the last paragraph of
the first page indicates that some fur-
ther investigation will be made to see
if it is possible to find suitable mater-
ials to effect impraovements to the road
under review.

That reference is to the Minister’s reply
to me.

I had another letter back from the Fed-
eral member who also offered to support
my endeavours in this respect. Some con-
siderable time later I received a letter from
the Minister for Works in reply to my
letter of the 1ith March, in which he said,
in part—

Due to the scarcity and high cost of
materials and the few vehicles using
this route, it is not practicable at this
late stage in the crayfishing season to
effect any worthwhile improvements.
However, further investigations will be
carried out prior to next season in an
attempt to locate suitable materials to
effect improvements to the running
surface of these routes.

We need something more than that; they
are just promises.

I also noticed the following paragraph
in the Governor's Speech:—

Legislation will be introduced for
the re-enactment of the Main Roads
(Fund Appropriation) Act. The State
will receive £11,700,000 this year from
the Commonwealth Aid Road Fund
and it is proposed to spend approxi-
mately one-fifth of this amount on
works north of the 26th parallel.
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I would suggest that since it is intended
to spend only one-fifth of the £11,700,000
north of the 26th parallel, a percentage of
the remainder should be spent in the
locality I have mentieoned. In my opinion,
a lot of the £11,700,000 just mentioned
would have come from that area by way
of revenue obtained as a result of our ex-
port of cray tails to America; and previ-
ously I mentioned the figure of 11,000,000
dollars. Surely with & big proportion of
that wealth coming from that area it is
only reasonable that the people who pro-
duce that wealth should be better served
in the way of roads.

1 earnestly request the Government to
give early consideration to the spending of
a proportion of the £11,700,000 in that area
to give better road services to the fisher-
men and others working there. Unfortun-
ately, as a consequence of the bad roads
and the fact that the Hill River crossing is
washed out in bhad weather, the fishermen
working in and carting crayfish from that
area have to travel miles inland via Gingin,
Muchea, Bullsbrook, and so on, to Fre-
mantle.

There is another aspeect to be con-
sidered. If a truck breaks down because
of a broken spring, and it has a load of
crayfish or other fish, these could be out
in the sun for howrs and the catch would
deteriorate, the crayfish would die, and
many hundreds of pounds would be lost
to those fishermen and to the Fremantle
Fishermen’s Co-operative. I ask the
Government to do what it can with the
roads for the sake of the co-op.

I also make the suggestion that the
Government give consideration to instal-
ling at the Hill River Crossing—which, as
I have mentioned, is so frequently washed
cut—two or three Hume pipes of sufficient
diameter to carry the floodwater so that
the trucks can traverse the crossing in
any weather.

There are other matters dealt with in
the Governotr’'s Speech to which I wish to
make reference. One of them is the
following:—

The policy of creating a favourable
economic climate for private invest-
ment is bringing good results. Many
new factories, including two tyre
factories, have been completed during
the past year and are producing a
variety of goods which have added to
the diversification of Western Aus-
tralian industry,

I read the whole paragraph for a purpose
but I now wish to repeat the first sentence
as follows:—

The policy of creating a favourable
economic climate for private invest-
ment is bringing good results,

We have seen examples of this ereation
of a favourable economic climate in the
Government’'s attempt to0 hold wages at &
level which will make the position
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attractive for overseas investment. This
was the subject of many amendments last
night, because we resent the fact that the
Government, in creating a favourable
economic climate for private investment,
is doing so at the expense of trade union-
ists and the small wage and salary workers
in this State. That is how I analyse the
significance of that first sentence which
I have just quoted.

Now I am beginning to wonder if it is
bringing good results because it is done
at the expense of the trade union move-
ment; and also for other reasons, The
following is an article which appeared in
The West Australian on the 5th August
this year:—

U.S. INVESTORS INVADE AUST.

NEW YORK, Tuesday.—United
States business was investing about
£1,800,000 capital a week in Australia
where there was a total U.S. invest-
ment of more than £540,000,000, the
magazine Newsweek reported today.

Newsweek devoted nearly four pages
to a report headed “The American
Invasion of Australia.”

“In the last few years, U.S, capital
has swept inte the 3,000,000 square-
mile continent on a scale unmatched
by anything sin¢ce the country was
settled by British colonialists in 1788,"
the report said,

“THE LURE: A lush consumer
market and Australia’s vast mineral
resources—known reserves of at least
15,000,000,060 tons of iron ore,
2,000,000,000 tons of bauxite and
30,000,000,000 tons of coal.”

More than half of the total U.S.
investment had been placed in the
last five years in manufacturing and
development of natural resources. In-
dustries included the manufacture of
consumer goods, oil exploration, car
gssembly and production, and iron ore
and bauxite mining.

MIXED RECEPTION

“American companies have also
learnt that hot all Australians wel-
come them,” the report said. "“In and
outside the Govelnment there is a fear
that Australia’s economy—Ilike that of
Canada—might become dominated by
American interests.

That is my concern also. It is an opinion
which has been expressed by economists
here in Western Australia through the
Press that we could arrive at a similar
situation to that which exists in Canada
which is being dominated by American
investment. If that occurred here, we in
this House would become mere ciphers.
We could arrive at a situation where
America was controlling our economic
policy and could control our foreign policy
and cvery other policy of this country
from Washington.

(ASSEMBLY.]

The people ¢f Western Australia elected
us as their representatives to look after
their best interests; and I do not wang
Western Australia run financially, or in
any other respect, from Washington. We
are the people's representatives and we do
not want to see any dominance from
OVerseas.

The SPEAKER (Mr., Hearman): The
honourable member has another five
minutes.

Mr. FLETCHER: So soon? To continue
quoting—
This feeling boiled up earlier in the
vear when, under a new law, U.S.-
owned companies were compelled to
reveal their profit figures and General
Motors-Holden announced 1963 earn-
ings of £19,000,000—more than any
domestically-owned company had ever
reported in Australia.

That was the subject of my condemnation
last night: that such profits could: be made
at the expense of the Australian buying
community. To continue the article—
Australia is still a long way from
becoming a Canadian-style satellite to
the Uniied States.

About 20 per cent. of all company
earnings there is American-controlled.
It is estimated that two-thirds of
Canada's manufacturing industry fis
U.S.-controlled.

The magazine said that many
American investors believed the sur-
face of Australia’s immense possibili-
ties had barely been scratched.

The Premier 15 back in the Chamber. I was
saying before the Premier returned that
I was concerned to see—

Mr. Brand:
Go on!

Mr. FLETCHER: Waell,
hears frequent repeating.

Mr. Brand: ©Oh, yes!

Mr. FLETCHER: The Premier did not
hear this last night. I was saying that I
did not wish to see American investment
attracted to this State to such an extent
that the counéry concerned would domin-
ate the economic policy of this State. I
repeat what I said before: that we in this
Chamber are elected as the representatives
of the people of Western Australia, and I
do not want to see a situation develop
here in Western Australia whereby, as a
consequence of American investment, we
will be dictated to by Washington repre-
sentatives, elected in that country and
not by the people of Western Australia.
That is something to be concerned about,
and the Premier did not hear about it
last night. He did not hear about it
earlier this evening, hecause he was not
here.

Mr, Brand:
session,

Mr. FLETCHER: You did not.

I heard this last night!

a good story

I must have heard it last
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Mr. Brand:
of it.

Mr. FLETCHER: I correct myself. The
Premier did hear it last session, because
I read to the House the situation that had
developed in Canada and said that I did
Eot wish to see the same situation develop

ere.

I have a wealth of other material here
with which I could deal in the same vein;
but in view of the fact that the Estimates
are pending and I will have further oppor-
tunity then, and the fact that you, Mr.
Speaker, informed me I had five minutes
to %o five minutes ago, I will resume my
seat.

I took particular notice

Adjournment of Debale

MR, ROWBERRY (Warren) [9.50 p.m,]:
I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

The SPEAKER {(Mr. Hearman): The
member for Warren has moved that the
debate be adjourned. All those in favour
say, “Aye’; all those against say, "No.”
The “Noes” have it.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Divide!

Mr. Brand: Be fair! For the Labor
Party’s benefit we are not sitting tomorrow.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Ring
the hells!

Mr. ROWBERRY: That was just a
subterfuge on my part to see that the
House was properly representative when I
got up to speak.

Mr. Brand: They will be flocking in.
Division not proceeded with.

Debate (on Address-in-Reply motion)
Resumed

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [9.53 p.m.]:
Despite the late hour and the fact that I
will not be able to correct the speech I
am now about to make until next Tuesday,
1 propose to proceed. The Address-in-
Reply debate gives members an oppor-
tunity of ranging over a wide variety of
subjects, including sex, financial, economie,
and general problems.

I should like, firstly, to deal with one of
the subjects that were mentioned in the
Governor’'s Speech, which was that a
favourable atmosphere had been created
in Western Australia for foreign invest-
ment. Some months ago I had an oppor-
tunity of visiting Esperance and of look-
ing at the land settlement and develop-
ment that had taken place. I found that
although it is American capita! that has
been invested there—and 1 will have
something to say about that later—it is
Australian know-how that has heen re-
sponsible for the development of the area.

11)
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The main reason for the failure of the
Chase experiment is that Chase disre-
garded the know-how, knowledge, and in-
formation given him by our local agricul-
tural experts. He wanted to treat the
Esperance plains as the prairies of the
U.S.A. had been treated, and it just simply
did not come off. The subsequent ven-
ture in land development has been suc-
cessful because the manager there was
wise enough to listen to local knowledge
and know-how.

I want to make it perfectly clear that
the reason for the success of Mr.—the
name of the person eludes me, but he has
Sti:srilething to do with radio and tele-
vision.

Mr. Guthrie: Linkletter.

Mr. ROWBERRY: The reason for Link-
letter's success is that he listened to the
local advisers. The land has been devel-
oped by Australian farmers. There is a
funny thing about this—and I am speak-
ing about the favourable atmosphere
which has been created for foreign in-
vestment. If we allow that foreign invest-
ment made possible the settlement and
development of the Esperance area, then
who were going to buy the farms once they
were developed? Are they not Australian
farmers who are farming there? Is it not
Australian credit that is redeeming the
investment that was made in the frst
place? The idea is that Chase and Link-
letter will spend so much money, which
will be redeemed by Australian credit, by
Australian farmers taking up the land.
The money will be redeemed, plus costs
and a reasonable profit. If Australisn
credit is able to redeem this investment
plus profit, I should like to know why
Australian credit could not have been
used to settle those people on the land in
the first place. Is that not logical? That
is the big illusion about foreign invest-
ment, capital, and credit.

The fact is that Australian credit has
got to redeem that investment or the
project will be a failure. We will not get
American farmers over here to farm and
develop the area. It is being settled by
Australian farmers; and Australian farm-
ers will be financed by Australian banks;
and Australian banks will eventually pay
back the investment to America. Why,
in all that is sensible, could we not have
done this for our own people in the first
place? If we can do it subsequently, then
we could have done it in the first place
and settled those people on the land. This
is in line with the pleading of the member
for Roe earlier this evening.

There is a distinet cateh in this invest-
ment. I subsecribe to a little book called,
Farm Policy. 1 believe that some of the
writers in it are knockers so far as the
Minister for Development is concerned.
They have gone into the question of
financing the Esperance development. The
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member for Roe asked the Government
earlier this evening to settle a limited
number of civiian settlers and sons of
farmers on the land and suggested that
they should be Government-financed. He
did not say who was going to do the
choosing. When he referred to a limited
number he did not say who would choose
the members of that limited group.

This booklet has an article in it written
by Mr. H. E. Fels of the University of
Western Australia. He has undertaken
research into the cost of establishing a
farmer on an American block at Esper-
ance. The cost involved in settling a
man on land in that area would be
£25.000 for the first year, and his income
would be nil. For the second year his ex-
penditure would be £5,000 and his receipts
would he from £1,400 to £1,750. This
takes into consideration that wool is
priced at 48d. or 60d. per 1lb, His ex-
penditure in the third year would be
£4,000 and his receipts would be £2,800
to £3,500. Typical later years are assessed
at expenditure, £4,500, and receipts from
£5,000 to £6,000.

After four years of hard work—more
than four years, hecause the article
refers to typical later years and this
could mean any year after the third
year-—we find that receipts would bhe
£6,000 against an expenditure of £4,500.
That represents a profit of £1,500, or a
return on his capital of something like
8 per cent. to 12 per cent. in the first
three years or 10 per cent. to 15 per cent.
on his invested savings of, say, £15,000.
If a person had £15,000 with which to
settle on land at Esperance he would have
a return of £1,500 from the land with
wool at 60d. per 1b. Members can there-
fore understand the difficulties involved
in settling on land at Esperance, par-
ticularly if a person has no capital at
the back of him.

The member for Roe should have a look
at some of the calculations made by pro-
fessors. He did not seem to think very
highly of them. He seemed to be of the
opinion that because they had not worked
on the land they could not understand
the problems, so far as finance and econ-
(lnmp(':I were concerned, in settling on the
and.

Angther factor that we must take into
consideration with land development was
mentioned in an article which appeared in
The Farmers’ Weekly of the 6th August
this year. I suppose members of the
Country Party whe are farmers get The
Farmers’ Weeltly sent to them because they
are members of the Farmers’ Unijon and it
is the union's paper. However, the article
to which I wish to refer was written by an
American agricultural expert. He is a Ful-
bright lecturer and his name is Professor
K. L. Robinson. He is a Professor of Agri-
cultural Economics at Cornell University,
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and at present he is a Fulbright lecturer
in agricultural economics at the University
of Sydney.

The member for Fremantle warned, and
I have warned members {oo, that the only
way to develop a couniry, and the best way
te develep it, is to increase the home mar-
ket. The professor said—

At present the United States has
“retired” 50-60 million acres from
cropping—more than the entire acre-
age planted to crops in Australia.

Members can see the significance of that.
The article goes on—

If this were brought back into pro-
duction, I hate to think what could
happen to world markets.

It is almost frightening to think that with
the economic system we have, and which
is supported by this Government, which
bows down and worships private enter-
prise, we have to prevent production;
otherwise the system will fall flat on its
face. In fact, production is no longer a
problem. This is proved by the fact that
America can afford to ‘“retire"” 50 to 60
million acres of land—more than the
present acreage under crop in Australia.
What is it for? To enable the production
that is already taking place to be sold.

Yet we have people in this country who
advocate the settling of more land and
the production of more crops and beef to
send to America, which has already ‘‘re-
tired” 50 to 60 million acres of its own
land! It makes one think seriously of the
expediencies that have to be adopted to
ehable our present so-called economic sys-
tem to operate. It is operated by a series
of expediencies, by a series of ventures into
peradventure, if there is such an expres-
sion.

While on the subject of agriculture, I
noticed, in the Governor's Speech, that
there is some mention of the development
of the dairy farm improvement scheme,
and the fact that so much money has heen
expended and 220 farms have benefited.
I was also interested to read in the same
copy of The Farmers’ Weekly to which T
have already referred—and 1 wonder if
the farmers who are members of this
Chamber ever trouble to read their own
paper—

Mr. Gayfer: Don't talk rot!

Mr. ROWBERRY: I said I wondered
whether they did, because there is no evi-
dence forthcoming that they do, although
I do not say that they do not read it.
I was talking aboul {he dairy farm im-
provement scheme, and I said that some
220 farmers had participated in it. The
scheme was extended to cover all the but-
terfat-producing districts in the State. I
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represent one of the principal butterfat-
producing areas, and the preducers in my
district are not even making the basic
wage.

We often hear a certain amount of
grousing from the producers of wheat and
wool about their costs being high—and,
by the way, the cost of agriculture in West-
ern Australia is the highest in the Com-
monwealth, and why that should be I do
not know. Is that a reflection on the effi-
ciency of our farmers; or is it because the
peonle whom they support, and who sup-
ply them with machinery, are charging
them far too much—in other words, the
peopie whom the Liberal part of the Gov-
ernment strenuously uphold and support?
It could be that, or it could be some ather
factor.

I think the farmer who is interested in
his job would set out to discover exactly
why the farming costs in Western Austra-
lia are the highest in Australia. Is it the
farming procedure? Is it the land? Is it
the lack of fertiliser? Is it poor hushandry?

Mr. Gayfer: Have you ever heard of
Hughie?

Mr. ROWBERRY: I have heard of
Hughie, and I know that we cannot con-
trol the weather, or Hughie’s vagaries.
But people know when they take on farm-
ing that the weather is an imponderable,
and so they should make arrangements
within the spheres that they ¢can influence.
So I would say to the dairy farmers, “Don’t
look to the Leader of the Country Party
for any help” because I notice he told
them bluntly in The Farmers® Weekly,
about a week ago, that no more help would
be given in the way of subsidies to dairy
farmers. I also noticed an article by the
leader of the dairy section of the Farmers’
Union, and all the positive advice he could
give to the dairy farmers was nil. He did
say that if the earnings of dairy farmers
were reduced that would have a detrimen-
tal effect upon butter factories and such-
like, which had been established at great
expense and to which the dairy farmers
themselves had largely subscribed. How-
ever, for positive advice from the Farmers’
Union and the farmers’ leaders themselves
I have looked in vain,

I have read articles that the solution is
feed and breed. That may be so, but the
fact is our dairy farmers have been at the
job a long time and have been battling
with the elements—as we have been re-
minded recently—hut they are still earning
well helow the basic wage as a yearly in-
come.,

When I hear the advocates for the im-
portation of more margarine, or for in-
creased production of margarine in this
State, I shudder to think what is to
happen to our dairy farmers. Are they to
be pushed still lower down the income
bracket? We hear Mr. McEwen urging
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them to give up dairy farming and enter
other types of agricultural production. Un-
fortunately, however, the original group
seftlers were allocated only small areas of
land and they have no scope for going in
for the production of sheep and beef
cattle. The area required for such pro-
duction is simply not available on their
properties. Therefore we must not do any-
thing which will prove more detrimental
to the interests of the dairy farmers. In-
stead, at all cost, we must give them all
the assistance we can through the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

I notice the Minister for Agriculture
paying a great deal of attention, and it is
to be hoped assistance will be forthcoming
for these people in the near future.

Mr. Kelly: Do you think there are far
too many dairy farmers on a low quota?

Mr. ROWBERRY: Do you mean a low
quota of wholemilk?

Mr. Kelly: Yes.

Mr. ROWBERRY: There is no wholemilk
producticn in the Warren area; that is re-
served for the plutocratic dairy farmers
arozgrtlld Pinjarra and other centres to our
north.

Mr. Nalder: He is talking about Pember-
ton and Northcliffe.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I have strugeled to
try to have the production of wholemilk
extended to the south because the dairy
farmer in those parts is not earning suf-
ficient money from buiterfat production.
The only difficuity is that wholemilk pro-
duction must extend over the full 12
months. That could be done, however,
with proper feeding and provision for en-
silage. Direct feeding could be carried out.
The grass could be fed completely off the
strip and net allowed to die and cover up
the new prasses which come on in the
springtime., A great deal of research and
instruction could be carried cut for the
benefit of the dairy farmers along those
lines; and I think we ¢ould extend, as far
as possible, the production of wholemilk
soputhwards to Manjimup, Pemberton,
Northeliffe, and other areas which were
originally group settlements, instead of in-
creasing the quotas of the dairy farmers
who are already in wholemilk production.

It should he our aim to keep the man
on the land, and not to discourage him
and advise him to enter some other in-
dustry. If there is anything that can be
done; any new advance in nutrition to in-
crease the capacity of the cow to produce
more milk and butterfat; any new method
of breeding a better strain which will
stand up to the rigours of the climate and
still give better breeding results, then steps
should be taken to put it into effect.

We on this side of the House are often
criticised because we do not tell the Gov-
ernment what should be done in the best
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interests of the State to promote and ad-
vance various works and industries, and I
hope that what I am now saying will have
some effect in the right place. Without
the slightest doubt there are humerous
dairy farmers in my electorate who are
merely existing, and they eke out a pre-
carigus livelihood by working in the tim-
ber mills. Of course, I have already told
the House that employment in the mills in
my district is becoming less and less easy
to ohtain.

I have mentioned the town of Northclifie,
and for years I have been striving to in-
duce the Minister for Works to install a
reticulation system in that town. I have
stressed the point that the people who
live in the far-flung centres of our State
should be encouraged to stay there. That
is one way of keeping the people in country
areas that are already established, instead
of trying to foster further decentralisa-
tion. In encouraging people to stay in the
centres where they are already residing we
should provide them with all the niceties
and necessities of life which are available
to their city brothers and sisters,

In our present-day civilisation, one of
the main necessities is a reticulated water
system connected to the house. On the
25th May, 1964, I received a letter from
the Minister for Works after he had made
several promises to investigate the matter.
I might menticn that I have heen following
up this matter for six years. The Minis~
ter's letter is as follows:—

Dear Mr. Rowberry,

Your letter of the Tth March,
wherein you made representations on
behalf of a number of people at North-
cliffe who petitioned for a water
supply for that town, is referred.

This matter has been investigated
and I am now able to advise that in
the tentative Loan Programme 1964-
1965, under New Works, a sum of
£13,000 has been included for con-
sideration to commence construetion of
a standpipe supply to Northeliffe.

Just fancy that, in these enlightened days,
we should be going back to the village
pump! Of what earthly use is a stand-
pipe water supply for any town?

Mr. Gayfer: It could be used for fire-
fighting.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Yes, a5 my friend on
my left says, it could be used for firefight-
ing; but nowadays I think cur support
should be given to the provision of a water
supply right to the house so that a hot
water system can be installed to provide
hot water at the kitchen sink and in the
bathreom. Also, when the house is served
with a reticulated water supply, a septic
system can be installed and a toilet con-
structed under the main roof of the dwell-
ing. In faet, most local authorities have
laid it down that a septic system is now
a must.
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So I repeat: Of what use is this tenta-
tive water supply scheme to any town? 1
hope it is only tentative, although the say-
ing is that a half loaf is better than no
bread. Nevertheless I should hate to in-
sult the people of Northcliffe by telling
them the Government intended to install
a standpipe water supply for their needs.
It is similar to the old town well that we
had many years ago. Why not do what
we did before? Why not dig a well, and
then the people could congregate there
with their buckets and have a conversa-
tion, following which they could depart to
their respective habitations?

The Minister goes on to say that it
would be appreciated, however, that the
availahility of loan funds will determine
whether a water supply from Northcliffe
can be proceeded with, and that the fuill
reticulation water supply scheme is esti-
mated to cost approximately £50,000.
What if it is estimated to cost £50,000!
It is only an investment. Why do we not
create a favourable atmosphere for invest-
ment for the welfare of our own citizens?
An amount of £50,000 invested in the water
scheme will be paid back, both directly and
indirectly. Furthermore, it will be an
investment in human nature which, to my
mind, is a prime consideration. So I hope
the lI:IIinister will have a further thought
on this.

The denouement, however, took place
after I received this letter. The Minister
for Works and Water Supply visited North-
cliffe in conjunction with a member from
another place. His cohorts called the
people together in Northcliffe and asked
them to bring a plate. He then made a
public announcement that he had decided
to allacate a certain sum of money for the
provision of a water scheme in Northeliffe,
because the Legislative Councillor who was
with him (Mr. Willmott) had asked him
to do so.

Is not that paltry party politiecs? ©On
the one hand we have the member for
the district asking for a water scheme
from the Minister for five consecutive
years; but because there is an election
pending next year he calls together mem-
bers of the Liberal Party and makes an
announcement that because of representa-
tions made to him by the members of the
Liberal Party he has decided to give
Northeliffe a water scheme,

A little while ago I read a letter where
Mr. Withers, the president of the Liberal
Party in Western Australia, insisted on the
truth. No Sir Gallahad in search of the
Holy Grail pursued the truth with greater
assiduity than did Mr Withers, I should
imagine, particutarly when he thought it
was going to trample sombody into the
dirt. If he wants the truth, here it is,

We also had a visit from certain mem-
bers of the Assembly, who went through
the Warren area on & fact-finding mission,
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we are told. I hope they found some
facts; and I hope we will hear something
about those facts in this Assembly. I
hope they found out something ahout the
position of the sawmilling industry at
Pemberton, on which I have closely ques-
tioned the Minister this session. I hope
they found that there was a tremendous
degree of despondency in the town of
Pemberton because of the lack of activity
on the part of Hawker Siddeley. I also
hope they looked at the particular and
significant fact—if they were looking for
facts—that the Minister in his answer to
me, either today or yesterday, said that
because it was uneconomic to work two
shifts, one shift had been put off.

I wonder whether they heard the Min-
ister make an announcement with a great
flourish of trumpets at the heginning of
last session, that Hawker Siddeley would
build a new mill at Collie, at which two
shifts were going to be worked, If it is
economic to work two shifts at Collie in a
madern mill, then why is it uneconomic to
work two shifts in the mill at Pemberton?
That is a fact on which they can en-
lighten themselves and this Assembly.
They should enlighten us with all the facts.

I wonder what has happened to this mill
which was going to be built at Collie: the
mill that was announced with a great
flourish of trumpets by the Minister? Not
one stick, not one stone, and not one piece
of timber has been put in place. I do not
suppose the site has been cleared for the
mill at Collie, It is merely one of the
spurious promises with which this Govern-
ment has deluded the country.

The Minister further said that the com-
pany is at all times desirous of expanding
its industry and its mills, as long as it is
economic to do s0. The fact of the matter

is that the market for timber in this State-

over the last five months has been tremen-
dous, and the mills cannot complete their
orders in time. It could be attributable to
the fact that so many men who were put
off at Pemberton have migrated to other
places; and, as a result, it is impaossible to
man the mills and cut the timber.

Mr. Graham: At which centres?

Mr. ROWBERRY: At all centres. There
is not a mill in any area that is not
short-stafied, or looking for men because
of the state of the market, and bhecause
there is this great demand for timber.

Mr. Graham: How long has this been
going on?

Mr. ROWBERRY:
months.

For the past five

Mr. Graham: The timber production
while this Government has been in office
is down 20 per cent. compared with that
of the previous Government.
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Mr. ROWBERRY: One will admit that
timber was difficult to sell when Hawker
Siddeley took over the Pemberton mill
But that is not the case now,

Mr. Hawke:; A lot of men have gone
out of the industry.

Mr. ROWBERRY: They had to leave
the industry hecause there was no work
for them. That is the point I am trying
to make. They were driven out of the
industry by the shortsighted policy of this
new company which came to Western
Australiz and which, in the words of the
Premier, was going to give industry a shot
in the arm. I have said it before, and I
will say it again, that the shot it gave
industry was not in the arm; it was in
another part of the anatomy.

That is why the work force was dis-
persed. Sawmillers who had been in the
industry for a long time had enough fore-
sight, and sagacity, and enough of the
milk of human kindness in their breasts
to hang on to their expert workers. But
it was leit to this Johnny-come-lately
Hawker Siddeley group to show what they
could do. I wish to dispute the Minister's
assertion that the company is willing at
all times to expand its industry. The
facts speak for themselves. If the com-
pany had bheen willing it would have
started on building the mill long before.
The Minister should have seen to that.
He now comes along in this House and
makes a grandiose announcement about
the new mill that is to be built. It has
not even been started.

When I asked a guestion of the Premier
on the 2nd Ausust, 1962, whether the
Government would impose the conditions
of the permit issued to Hawker Siddeley,
he said it was only right the company
should have time to settle down and re-
habilitate the mills. He said the company
was contemplating buying new machinery,
and would soon be able to cope fully with
the permissible intake of logs.

Two years have passed since that time,
and the days of grace have elapsed. The
Premier should ensure that this company
is held to the conditions of its permit.
The action of the company is not only
detrimental to Pemberton, but, as was in-
dicated in the answers to my questions the
other day, it is detrimental t¢ the economy
of the State, in that thousands and thous-
ands of pounds in royalties are not being
paid to the Forests Department for fur-
ther development. This matter should be
looked into.

Representations have heen made to me
by people from all walks of life at Pem-
berton that a Roval Commission should
be appointed to inquire into the affairs of
Hawker Siddeley, not only in Pemberton
but in other parts of the State. I am in-
formed that before the local management
of the company can buy any machinery,
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or take steps to uperade its railway line
it has to obtain approval from the parent
company in Britain. No fettling is being
carried out on the company's railway line
which connects the mill with the station,
because the local manager is not permitted
to spend any money in that direction with-
out obtaining authority from Britain.
How then can it be said that the company
is anxious at all times to do everything
possible? The local representatives of the
company might be anxious to do every-
thing possible, but they are prevented by
the cheeseparing attitude of the parent
company.

This c¢company has had a favourable
atmosphere created for its foreign invest-
ments. I say advisedly that we can do
without this sort of investment in Western
Australia. I hope the points which have
heen ralsed in connection with the ne-
farious activities of the company will be
rectified; because, after all, it is the re-
sponsibility of the Government to ensure
that the law is observed. It should not
dispense with the law in respect of cer-
tain people, and insist on the law in re-
spect of others. The Government should
not do anything to stifle the cnitics of
the activities of the company; it should
ensure that the law is upheld.

We have heard arguments in this House
on the advisability of conducting discus-
sions when & matter was sub judice, but
we who make the law should uphold the
law. Wae should be the last ones to break
it; we should be the first ones to ensure
it is upheld.

I regret the Minister for Health is not
in the Chamber at the moment, because
I want to bring to his noiice a matter
ccncerning dental treatment for school-
children at Manjimup and distriet. I
heard over the radio tonight that a peti-
tion is being prepared and collated by the
Primary Schools Parents and Citizens' As-
sociation in Manjimup; and that when the
petition is completed it will be presented to
the member for the district for presenta-
tion to this House.

For years I have been pressing for such
a dental service for the district. As a
result of pressure which has been exerted
the school dentists have visited Manji-
mup more frequently in recent times than
they did previously. I give the Minister
credit for that. But what is being pro-
vided is not sufficient to meet the demand;
because, apart from the schoolchildren,
at least 50 per cent. of the people there
cannot afford dental treatment. It is be-
yond their means. Because cf that situa-
tion we would like a dental clinic to be
established at Manjimup to serve the
whole area; and it is highly desirable that
it should be.

We have collected signatures from as
far north ns Balingup. That is a strange
feature, because the people in Balingup
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and north of Bridgetown are attached to
Bridgetown, and their loyalties lie there.
In this case they have decided that a den-
tal clinic should be established in Manji-
mup.

The member for Albany spoke at great
length about the establishment of a new
State, and claimed that Albany should be
its capital. If we were to draw a straight
lire from Albany to Bunbury, and to take
the whole area bounded by that straight
line and the coastline from Bunbury to
Albany, we would find that Manjimup was
not only the geographical centre, but
nearly the exact geometric centre of the
area. If there is to be a second city in
that part of the State it should be Manji-
nup.

The trouble with a port js that it cannot
expand seaward. With an inland town
expansion can take place in all direc-
tions, and such & town is very accessible
from all points of the surrounding area.
If a second city is to be established in the
south-west, the claims of Manjimup are
paramount. I am not being parochial
when I say this; but it is significant that
the places from which the signatures were
obtained for the petition to establish a
dental clinic at Manjimup radiate from
Manjimup up to a distance of 30 miles.

It is also significant that in that area
there is a large number of people who work
onh dairy farms, and who earn less than
the basic wage. It is impossible for people
on the hasic wage, when there are two in
the family, to afford dental treatment.
‘What then can be done ahout dairy far-
mers who earn helow that standard? It
is simply impossible for them unless they
get the treatment from a dental clinic,
one of which should be established in
Manjimup. I am sure that when Labor
takes over next year and holds the reins
of office this will be one of the first things
to which it will give consideration; and
not only for Manjimup, but for other
ceuntry centres as well. We people have
not benefited by this great surge forward
which has been happening in the State
according to the newspapers.

I am sorry the Minister for Forests is
not here, because I have a point which
I would like to bring before his notice.
I wrote to him some weeks ago. I paid
a visit to Nannup and found there had
been a considerable recession in the tim-
ber industry. That was several months
ago. Apparently the timber is being cut
in the Nannup area and carted to Bussel-
ton to be milled. The Minister for Forests
is also the member for Vasse, in which
electorate Busselton is situated, so it might
have been a sore point with him had he
been in the House.

Nannup is a town in which the lecal
governing authority is struggling to make
ends meet. It is a small town with a
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small income, and it has large commit-
ments in the way of extending roads and
other public facilities. It is always strugg-
ling for money, and yet we have a
situation where timber cut in Nannup is
being carted out of the area and sawn
in Busselton. I asked the Minister what
was the original purpose of the dedica-
tion of the forests in this State, and what
was the original purpose of giving leases
to the sawmilling companies and laying
down a figure which is called the per-
missible intake. He informed me—I knew
of course—that it was to establish these
mills and establish a supply of timber for
the State in perpetuity. But it was more
than that. The purpose—the initial pur-
pose; the main purpose; the more im-
porfant purpose—was that we would be
agble to establish towns with a life that
could go on in perpetuity. The forests
were allocated so that so many loads of
timber would be produced which would
enable the companies to _build a mill big
enough to deal with the timber and em-
ploy men to be the nucleus of a town-
ship which, in tuwrn, would give secondary
employment and sustzin the population
s0 that schools, hospitals, shops, and halls
could be built.

That was the main purpose behind the
dedication of forests and the allocation of
leases to timber companies, not that they
should exploit our forests for the sake of
profit. In that case we are merely giving
away our heritage, Unless the maximum
number of people get the maximum bene-
fit from the exploitation of our natural re-
sources, we are merely making a hole in
the ground or leaving stumps in the forest
with no advantage to our native popula-
tion. I hope these points will be consid-
ered very seriously.

The same thing applies to the exploita-
tion of our mineral resources. Unless we
can give gainful employment in the ex-
ploitation of these mnatural resources to
the maximum number of our ¢wn popula-
tion, then we are wasting our time both
humanely and economically. What hap-
pened in Pemberton is tragic; and what
happened in Pemberton could be largely
rectified at the present time if the com-
pany there was forced to live up to the
conditions of its lease and employ the
maximum number of people necessary to
exploit its full permissible intake. In ad-
dition, the royalties which would accrue
to our State exchequer should be reaped to
the full.

I hope the Minister for Forests will live
up to the promise he gave me. All that I
have had from him up to the present time
is a short note saying he has received my
letter and he is having the matter investi-
gated. That was several weeks ago. I
hope the investigation has been completed
and that we will have some proncuncement
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that it is not possible for a company to
exploit the timber resources of Nannup
and take the timber away to another town
which is in no need of building up at all.
This is being done not only at the expense
of the mill workers in Nannup, but at the
expense of the whole economy of Nannup,
because if there is a substantial wage bill
coming from g mill alongside a town, the
mill workers spend their wages in that
town, which inereases the ratable value of
the shops and businesses there and brings
additional income to the local authority.

Mr, Graham: To what town is the tim-
ber going?

Mr. ROWBERRY: To Busselton,

Mr. Graham: What electorate is that?
Mr. ROWBERRY: It is Vasse,

Mr. Graham: Who is the member?

Mr, ROWBERRY: The Minister for
Forests.

The SPEAKER (Mr.
honourable member
minutes.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I do not need that
length of time, Mr. Speaker: and I suppose
members will be relieved to hear me say
that. I could not hope for an extension
of time at this hour, nor would I ask for
it. Several weeks ago I had a letter from
the Minister saying this matter was being
looked into, but nothing has happened.

Hearman): The
has another five

My, Graham: Typical of this Govern-
ment.

Mr. Hawke: More cobwebs.

Mr. ROWBERRY: One could not expect
that gentleman at his time of life to rush
around and rectify these things, but this
is something that is vital to the economy
of Nannup. I say that when areas of
forests are allocated and townships grow
up around those leases, the timber which
is there should be dedicated to the upkeep
and sustenance of the town which was
brought into being because of the granting
of the leases in the first place.

In closing I would like to refer to an
article which appeared in the Weekend
News about the time Pemberton was
affected by the activities, or lack of
activities, of the Hawker Siddeley Building
Supplies. It was said that the company
had spent dquite a lot of money in an
attempt to expand its business. It had
sent officers to South-East Asia and it had
been selling timber at below cost to build
up a market in South-East Asia for West-
ern Australian timber,
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Now I want to ask members: If in fact
the company did that and sold timber at
less than cost, could we ever expect people
to buy it for any more than less than cost
in the future? If it did sell it for less
than cost, at whose expense did it do so?
It embarked upon a cheeseparing policy
of sacking as many men as it could. So
what do we have? We have our priceless
heritage which took thousands of years
to establish, being sent to South-East Asia
at the expense of employment in Pember-
ton.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
W. A. Manning.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:

SPECIAL
MR. BRAND (Greenough—Premier)
[10.51 pm.): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 18th August.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 10.52 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) tock the Chair at 4.30 pm, and
read prayers.
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SUPPLY BILL, £26,500,000
Asgent

Message from the Governor received and
read notifving assent {o the Bill.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

WATER SUPPLY FOR MALLEE
AREA

Bores

1. The Hon. R. H. C, STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) How many hores for water
there in the Mallee area?

(2) When were they sunk?

(3) What was the result of each in—
(a) depth;
(b) physical properties; and
(¢) stock use properties?

Gavernment-oumed Dams

(4} (a) How many Government-own-
ed dams are in the area?

(b} Where are they situated?
(¢) What are their sizes and cap-
acity?
(d) When were they excavated?
(e) How many are functioning?
Deep Water Drilling Programme
(6) Will the Government consider a
deep water drilling programme for
the Mallee area, using modern
methods to bore for the water and
testing of varicus horizons?
(6) Is the Minister aware of the in-
creasing demand for water in the
Mallee area with the expansion of

agriculture, and increasing stock
numbers?

Goldfields Water Scheme Exlension

(7} Will the Minister consider extend-
ing the goldflelds water scheme to
as far as Scaddan, similar to the
comprehensive scheme in other
farming areas?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

{1) to (3} Unknown. There is no pre-
sent requirement for bores to be
reported and no census has been
taken. In 1952 the Government
put down 52 bores tetalling 2,036
feet in an area situated between
15 and 30 miles north of Esper-
ance. Depths ranged from 8 to
150 feet. ‘The majority of them
are 40 to 50 feet deep. They were

are

drilled in decomposed granitic
rocks and many hottomed in solig
granite,

(4} (a) 49,

(b) In an area approximately 30
miles wide disposed symmetri-
cally about the Norseman to
Esperance road hetween
Bromus and Scaddan.



